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11/19/17 “God Desires a Thankful Heart” Luke 17:11-19 

Brewster Baptist Church, Pastor David Pranga 

Good morning and welcome to Brewster Baptist Church.  My name is David Pranga for those 

who are visiting with us.  I am one of the pastors here at BBC.   

This week, we celebrate a pretty special holiday.  Hopefully, you are aware that Thursday is 

Thanksgiving Day.  It is one of my favorite holidays.  Let me ask you a question to get us 

started this morning.  What comes to your mind when you think about Thanksgiving?  What is 

it that you enjoy and look forward to the most because it’s Thanksgiving Day?    

For many of us here, we enjoy Thanksgiving for a variety of reasons.  There are some here 

that look forward to being with family and friends.  It’s a time where people travel to see loved 

ones.  It’s always a joy see your parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, nieces, and 

nephews.  I know many of us look forward to seeing and being around family.  Family is so 

very special.  There is sense of joy when everyone comes together and sees each other. 

For some of us, the reason we enjoy thanksgiving is more for the spread of food.  There is 

turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, squash, green bean casserole, cranberries, and of 

course the added dinner roll—not to mention dessert.  Every Thanksgiving meal must have 

pies:  pumpkin pie, apple pie and pecan pie.  For some of us here today, we enjoy the food 

most on Thanksgiving Day. 

There are some here today, when they think of Thanksgiving, they think of watching TV.  

There are some of us who just cannot wait for the Thanksgiving Parade.  We love listening to 

the marching bands, seeing beautiful floats, and of course the hot air balloons of different 

cartoon characters.  Then for others, it’s the NFL football games they enjoy watching.  The 

tradition of watching parades and football is the high point of Thanksgiving.    

Lastly, there are some of you that look forward to Thanksgiving because it marks the shopping 

season.  There are some of you that cannot wait until department stores open up.  You enjoy 

finding the perfect gift for the people you love.  Maybe along the way, you pick a few out for 

yourself as well.  When you think of Thanksgiving, you think of shopping to find the best gift for 

people. 

This morning as we look forward to Thanksgiving in a few more days, I want us to focus on 

something I did not talk about.  It really is the most important thing about Thanksgiving.  

Thanksgiving really is an opportunity to remember how thankful we are to God.   

Webster Dictionary defines “Thanksgiving:” 

a. A public acknowledgement or celebration of divine goodness 

b. The act of giving thanks 

c. A prayer expressing gratitude 
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Thanksgiving is the perfect opportunity to remember how thankful we are to God.  It gives us 

time to reflect on how good God is to us.  How much we should be thankful.  One of the 

churches that I served at in Wisconsin when I was a youth pastor would have a special 

Thanksgiving Service on the Tuesday Night of Thanksgiving week.  Let me tell you why I loved 

the service so much.  The pastor would get up front and share what He was thankful for.  Then 

the pastor opened the floor for anyone to share what they were grateful for.  It was a time for 

people to praise God.  It was an opportunity for people to thank God.  It was awesome to see 

people get up and share how God touched their life in the past year.  For some people they 

would have a story of how God provided for them financially, when they were in need.  Then 

another person would share about being out of work and finding a job.  Then another person 

would share a story of how God healed them.  Story after story would magnify that God played 

an important role in their life; that God was real and active in there life.  It gave people time to 

express thanksgiving.  Then after an hour, the pastor would get back up and pray to finish out 

the service – thanking God. 

Thanksgiving Day should be a reminder to us all of the blessings that God has poured out on 

us.  It begins with having a heart that is thankful, a heart full of gratitude and love.  I want to 

talk with you this morning about having a thankful heart.  Every one of us wants to have a 

heart that is full of goodness, being grateful, and having gratitude.  We all desire it.  But if we 

are honest, many of us struggle with gratitude and being thankful.  It just does not come 

naturally for many of us, at least not for me.   

What is Gratitude?  It’s simply the state of being grateful and thankful. 

A week ago, one of my daughters, I don’t want to mention any names, but one of my 

daughters, who happens to be seven, came up to me and wanted to give me a big hug.  She 

loves hugs.  She went on to say, “Dad, I just want you to know that I love you!  You’re the best 

dad!  I just thought you needed to hear that.” Then, she just ran away.  Imagine how I felt after 

hearing that from my seven- year-old daughter.  My heart just melted.  It made me feel good 

on the inside.  I experienced a sense of joy and delight in being a dad.  I wished I was more 

like that child growing up.  I was a terrible child.  My parents are here today, and they could tell 

you stories.  If you asked my parents what I was like as a child, here is the word that you might 

have heard them say about me, “ungrateful.”    

Looking back as a child, I was pretty ungrateful.  I can remember a certain Christmas that I 

was so upset with my parents because they did not give me the one thing that I wanted.  I 

wanted a boom box.  I threw a fit about it.  I can remember another time where we were in the 

shoe store.  I had my heart set on these Converse Shoes.  This was before Nike shoes came 

out.  Everybody had Converse shoes.  My parents bought me a pair of brand new shoes but 

they were not what I wanted.  I was the poster child of being “ungrateful.”   

For fun I looked up “ungrateful.”  It simply says, showing no gratitude and being thankless.  I 

think my parents would say that a picture of me should have accompanied the definition. 
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Do you know anybody in your life that is “ungrateful?”  No poking the person next to you.  Do 

you think they realize it?  Probably not.  Do you have a Heart of Gratitude or One of Being 

Ungrateful?  What would your friends, family members, or even your children say you are?  Do 

you show gratitude in your life? Are you ungrateful about the things you don’t have? 

This morning, I want to share with you a story from the Gospel of Luke.  It is found in chapter 

17 verses 11-19.  You can follow along with me on the screen or in your Bible.  Luke 17: 11-

19, “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and 

Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a 

distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

Leprosy was a huge deal back in biblical times.  Having leprosy meant that you had a skin 

disease.  Leprosy was an attack on the body; it left sores, cause loss of fingers and toes, and 

damage limbs.  The smell of a person or group could be overwhelming.  Imagine the smell of 

rotting and decaying flesh.  There was nothing a person could do to get better.  The worst part 

of having this disease was the emotional pain.  Those who were diagnosed with leprosy were 

banned from society.  They were removed from their family and the community.  There could 

be no contact whatsoever with their children, their spouse and grandchildren.  No last hug or 

kiss from a loved one was allowed.  People who had leprosy had to live outside the town, away 

from all people.  Lepers tended to roam together in groups.  They learned to yell in loud voices 

to be heard because they could not be with people.  They would often beg for food.  

In this story, we see that 10 men who had leprosy met Jesus. They stood at a distance and 

called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us.”  What do these lepers ask for from 

Jesus?  Do they ask to be healed of this disease?  No.  They simply say to Jesus, “have pity 

on us.”  This would be a familiar cry from lepers.  They were hoping for something or anything.  

They were dependent on people’s good nature for help and to survive.  Just maybe this man 

Jesus would give them something.   

Let’s continue with the text, “When he saw them, he said, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests.’ 

And as they went, they were cleansed.”  Jesus does more than offer the lepers food or clothing 

or shelter.  Jesus does way more than meet their basic needs!  Jesus says, “Go.”  Go is an 

action word.  The lepers needed to do something.  They needed to do it by faith.  Jesus tells 

the lepers, to “Go” and show yourself to the priest.  Some of you may be asking why did Jesus 

have them go see the priest?  Why is the priest so important?  The priest, according to the 

Jewish law, was the only person that could declare the lepers healed.  Only the priest could 

give lepers what they wanted most:  a clean bill of health.  If the lepers had a clean bill of 

health, you can imagine where they would go.  They would go and see their family. 

So what do the lepers do?  The lepers take Jesus at his word.  They go.  The lepers begin on 

their journey.  They started walking by faith.  As they continued on their journey, their skin gets 

better.  Scars begin to heal.   Their skin was healed.  Body parts became whole again.  A smile 

and laughter came upon their faces.  The nightmare of leprosy was over. 
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Imagine the joy, each person felt.  The excitement must have been overwhelming.  They knew 

the priest would say they were clean.  They would get to see their loved ones again.  I can 

imagine the men could not wait to enjoy a hug and kiss from the people they loved the most.  It 

must have been an incredible feeling for these 10 men who were the outcasts of society, and 

now they were healed.  Jesus performed a physical healing, and they all knew it.   

Let’s continue with the story, “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising 

God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a 

Samaritan.”   

All the lepers were healed.  All but one went home to look for their family.  Yet, we see one of 

them come back to praise God.  This one threw himself at Jesus’ feet.  He thanked him 

profusely!  This leper recognized that Jesus did this miracle.  Jesus showed him mercy—

mercy the leper did not deserve.  You can see the gratitude of this leper.   

What was remarkable to the story and to Luke’s audience?  Jesus healed a Samaritan.  It was 

the Samaritan that was thankful, not the Jewish men.  There was a deep divide between the 

Samaritans and Jews.  The Jewish people could not stand Samaritans.  They looked down on 

them.  In this case, we see that Jesus did not pick sides.  Jesus cared and loved both Jews 

and Gentiles.  Jesus loved the outcast of society.  

Continuing on with the story, “Jesus asked, ‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other 

nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, 

‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well.’” 

We see Jesus ask the question, “Where did the other nine go?”  There is tension in the story.  

Why did the other nine not return to give praise and thank Jesus?  Why were the other nine not 

thankful?  Actually, I can feel for the nine other men.  I can imagine they wanted to be with 

their family.  They wanted to hug their children and family members.  They have been all alone 

for so long.  They have been outcasts.  Now they could go home. 

We don’t know if some of the nine went home and thought to themselves, maybe I should find 

Jesus and thank him after a while, but first let me spend time with my family.  We don’t know if 

some of them said a little prayer of thanks on their way.  Anybody ever done that before?    

What we do know is there was one who showed gratitude and thankfulness towards Jesus.  

The one leper goes and looks for Jesus first.  Then throws himself at Jesus and thanks him!  

Jesus must have felt moved.  Jesus must have felt appreciated.  Jesus must have felt joy and 

delight.  Jesus offered this former leper, who is filled with gratitude and appreciation, a gift.  

Jesus gives this former leper one more blessing: a spiritual healing.  Jesus says in verse 19, 

“Rise and go, your faith has made you well.”  This is wonderful story of having a heart of 

thankfulness and gratitude. 

Continued…. 
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What spiritual lessons can we take from this story? 

1. Love – Jesus shows compassion and love to everyone 

When I reflect and ponder this story of Jesus, what speaks to me the most is that Jesus is 

full of compassion and love to those that call upon him.  In this story, we meet the 10 

lepers.  They all had skin-related diseases.  They were the outcasts of society.  They faced 

difficult odds of survival.  Nobody wanted anything to do with them.  They were left to fend 

for themselves.  The lepers met up with Jesus.  They were just hoping for something or 

anything.  They yelled to Jesus in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master take pity on us.”   

Jesus loved the lepers.  Jesus had compassion for the lepers.  Jesus does a miracle and 

blesses a group of lepers.  Not just one leper but all ten lepers.  It was their faith and 

obedience that brought the healing.  Nobody expected it.  Yet, we can see Jesus full of 

compassion and love to those who call on his name. 

I believe there are some in this room that really needed to hear this story this morning.  

There might be some in this room that are going through a tough time.  Maybe the problem 

you have deals with health as well.  You are feeling defeated.  You may be feeling alone.  

You’re not even sure what the next steps are.  There might be somebody here that has 

been struggling with the question Is Jesus real?  Can God really love me?  We may even 

think to ourselves, there is no way that God can love me.  I have done so much wrong in 

my life, how can God really show me compassion and love?  For others this morning, you 

struggle with a different problem.  Every one of us has problems.  Many of us try to solve it 

on our own.  We try to solve the problem with our own power and it’s simply not working. 

You may think there is no way that God can help me with my problem – health, money 

problems, looking for a new job, or even can God really love me.  What I want to tell you 

this morning is that you are not alone.  Just as Jesus showed love and compassion to the 

lepers, I believe Jesus wants to show you the love and compassion that you need too.   

Just as the lepers did in the story, we need to go to Jesus.  We need to go to God and tell 

him our problems.  Just as a parent wants to help their child when they ask for it, I believe 

God wants to help you out as well.  I believe that God loves each of you very much.   God 

has a special place in his heart for you. 

First thing we may need to do is humble ourselves and pray to God.  For some of us, we 

may need to say, “God have pity on me.”  God have “mercy on my situation.”  Lord, I 

cannot do it myself.  I have tried and failed.  I need your help.  I trust in you.  Help me Lord 

in my situation.  Just spell it out to God. 

I am telling you as a pastor and friend that I have to do this all the time.  Honestly, often I 

try it on my own power first.  When it fails, and it usually does, then I humble myself.  I ask 

God for help.   
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I want you to know this morning that God does really love you.  God is a God of second 

and third chances.  God loves you.  God will show you compassion.  Jesus can deliver you 

from the struggles in your life.   All you need to do is put your faith and trust in Jesus. 

The first lesson that I take from this story is that Jesus is full of compassion and love.  God 

is willing to help you.  The key word is LOVE. 

2. Attitude – Develop Attitude of praise and thanksgiving 

Expressing appreciation to God does not come naturally for most of us.  At least it does not 

for me.  You may have it all together.  I struggle with praising God at times.  I struggle with 

thanking God too.  Does anybody else here struggle with praising and thanking God?  

Anybody wish they did it more often?  If we are really honest, when do we thank God the 

most?  When you pass by a cop on the side of the road.  You know you have been 

speeding but the red and blue lights do not go on.  And you say to yourself quietly, “thank 

you God.”  The parking lot at the mall is crowded and you cannot find a spot.  You are 

driving around.  Just as you enter the next row, somebody is backing out.  You get that 

spot. You may say, thank you God.  I could go on and on with these simple examples. 

If we are really honest, we struggle telling God that we are thankful on a regular basis.  We 

struggle with really praising God.  Sometimes we don’t know where to start.  For most of 

us, it is far easier to share our problems with God than to offer praise and thanksgiving 

towards him.  Here is a key:  our prayers need to have balance between asking God for 

things, and praise and thanking God.  I realize this does not come naturally for most of us.  

It does not come naturally for me anyway.  I have to remind myself that I need to develop a 

heart that is thankful.  I need to remind myself of all the blessings that God has poured out 

on me.  I don’t want to be known as ungrateful. 

Sunday mornings during the 9:30 service, I get the opportunity to teach our middle school 

students.  Teaching our middle school students can be challenging.  It can also be 

rewarding too.  At the end of each lesson, we have a time of prayer.  I challenge the 

students to pray and say one sentence out loud.  I challenge them to “praise God” for 

something, or to tell God what they are “thankful for.”  It could be longer than one sentence 

but that is what kids choose to do.  I want them to develop a healthy attitude of being 

thankful!  When our students pray, I listen to their prayers, it brings me great joy. 

The students will thank God for the air they breathe, the house they live in, food, clothes in 

their closets.  Some may even take it up a notch and say “thank you God for the 

forgiveness of sin.”  The students will also share how thankful they are for parents, 

brothers, sisters, and friends.  When these students take time and think, they can easily 

come up with things right on the spot that they are thankful for. 

Here’s the problem with most of us.  We don’t take the time to ponder what we are thankful 

for.  What are the things I need to praise God for?  What we need to do is simply take some 
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time and develop an attitude of thankfulness.  God has given us so very much.  We need to 

remember to be thankful.   

Which leads us to point 3.  Our first key word is love.  The second word is attitude.  The 

third key word is action! 

3. Action – Live it out!  

Many of us in this room call ourselves Christians.  As followers of Jesus, we have joy in our 

heart.  We are truly blessed because we have Jesus.  Our hope is in Him.  Since our Hope 

is in Jesus, we need to live out our faith.   

If we remember the story, one leper had an attitude of thanksgiving.  The leper was also 

purposeful.  When his friends ran home to see their loved ones, one leper gave “thanks” to 

Jesus for all that God did for him.  He was full of joy!  He “praised” God for the miracle. 

What does it look like to praise God?  What does it look like to praise in our everyday life? 

Let me share with you a few ideas…   

In the morning before you get out of bed, think of three things you can praise God for.  

Then get out of bed.  Then in the evening before you fall asleep.  Tell God three things you 

are thankful for from your day.  I believe if you praise God and thank God each morning 

and each evening, you will develop a heart of thankfulness.  God will change your heart.  I 

promise you that you will see and experience God in a new way. 

How much time does that take?  Maybe 2 minutes in the morning and 2 minutes in the 

evening.  I think we all can give a few minutes to God.  I think we all can. 

A second way to be more thankful is to pray before meals.  It may seem strange to do this 

at first.  It is ok.  I know you can do it.  When we pray before meals, we are acknowledging 

our dependence on God.  We are putting him first.  As parents, we can model this for our 

children.  I think it was one of the best things we can do as parents.  The prayers don’t 

have to be long and drawn out.  Just tell God the things you are thankful for. 

How long does it take?  Maybe 30 seconds for some, maybe 1 or 2 minutes for others.  I 

really think we can all do this.  Imagine how your mind will change if you praise God in the 

morning before you get up.  You pray before your three meals.  When you go to bed, you 

thank him again.  I am telling you that your life will change for the better.  You will 

experience God in a new way.  Your heart will have gratitude.  You will develop a heart of 

thanksgiving.   

Do you remember what we started with this morning?  Are you a person of gratitude?  Are 

you a person who is ungrateful?  What type of person do you want to be?   
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I am telling you, if you spend a few minutes in the morning, at meal times, and before you 

go to bed, your life will change for the better. 

Recap…. 

1. Love - God is full of love and compassion 

2. Attitude - Develop an attitude of praise and thanksgiving 

3. Action – Just do it! 

Let us pray…. 

Heavenly Father, I want to thank you for your love and compassion that you have shown me.  I 

don’t deserve it.  But I thank you for it.  I know that in my life, I have neglected to thank you and 

praise you for all the blessings you have given me.  At times God, I have taken you for 

granted.  I have been like the other 9 lepers and done my own thing.  Please forgive me.  

Lord, put thankfulness back in my heart, soul and spirit.  Let me speak it, sing it, and live it out 

so I might be a visible, not silent, example of one whom you have healed.  God, thank you for 

saving me.  Thank you for helping me through my problems.  Thank you for every blessing you 

have poured out over me. 

I pray this in Jesus name.  Amen 

Questions for Discussion & Reflection: 

1. Who do you know that is grateful to God for everything?  What makes this person special in 
your eyes? 

2. The lepers (10 men) were outcast to society due to their disease.  What was their plea?  
How are they healed?  What is Jesus’ part?  What is their part? 

3. What happened to the men as they went to show themselves to the priest? Why would 
Jesus send them to the priest? 

4. What was significant about the one man who expressed his thankfulness to Jesus?  What 
are your thoughts of why the other nine did not? 

5. Why does God desire our praise?  What prevents you from praising the Lord for His 
blessings? 

6. When it comes to showing gratitude to God, are you more like the one who returned or the 
nine who didn’t?  Why do you struggle with showing gratitude to God?  Other people? 

7. What do you need to thank God for today?  Close with prayers of thanksgiving to God. 
 

 


