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Today marks the beginning of what Christians call Holy Week. It begins with 

Palm Sunday when Jesus enters Jerusalem with his disciples. They have been on their 

way to the city for a little while. If we look back in Mark 10 we learn that, 32 “They were 

on the road, going up to Jerusalem , and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were 

amazed , and those who followed were afraid . He took the twelve aside again and 

began to tell them (for the third time) what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem , and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and 

the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the 

Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after 

three days he will rise again.”   

  That sets the stage for today’s gospel, Mark 11:1-1, 

“When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them,  

“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 

there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, 

‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

immediately.’ ” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 

street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 

doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them 

to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he 

sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who went ahead and those who 

followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
10     Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 

at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.”  

Listening to and reading through Mark this year, I noticed something interesting 

related to this Palm Sunday passage. I want to compare some people we meet in Mark 

10 and 11. One man had the opportunity to meet Jesus face to face and had a personal 

conversation with him. We don’t know if the other person ever had that chance. We’re 



told Jesus loved the first man, but we don’t know if he had any feelings for the other. 

Jesus invited the first man to give up his possessions and to follow him. The second 

person also received an invitation to invest in obedience by giving something to Jesus. 

The first man is identified as rich; we don’t know the economic situation of the other 

person.  

Right before the verses I read where Jesus describes what is going to happen to 

him in Jerusalem as he is obedient to God, there is a description of an encounter Jesus 

has with a rich, very good man, who from the time he was young sought to keep all 

the commandments. Jesus was so impressed that Marks says, “21 Jesus, looking at 

him, loved him  and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 

moneyc to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 

When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 

possessions.” Jesus goes on to say how hard it will be for those of us who have wealth 

to enter the kingdom of God. Peter replies with curiosity and concern about what the 

disciples will receive since they’ve left everything to follow Jesus and the Lord says 

basically that everyone who leaves possessions, who re-orients relationships, for the 

sake of the good news will receive far more than he or she gives – even if that person 

ends up having to face persecution.  

 I often wonder about that good, rich man. Whatever became of him? Then, 

before we hear about the other person, there are the disciples who accepted Jesus’ 

invitation to follow him and to be obedient to him, even though their understanding was 

far from perfect. Right after Jesus tells the disciples for third time what is going to 

happen to him in Jerusalem, James and John ask Jesus for a guarantee of a position in 

glory sitting at Jesus’ right and left hand. They have been with Jesus and seen him do so 

much, yet they still don’t fully grasp that Jesus came as a servant, not a tyrant, to serve, 

not to be served, “and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

 So we have a rich, good man, who would rather have his possessions than follow 

Jesus. We have disciples who are following Jesus, but are still thinking about 

themselves, what’s in it for them, what they will get, what honors, position, prestige and 

glory they may receive, and then we have the other mystery person who caught my 

attention. In the Palm Sunday gospel, we hear about a colt that the Lord needs. The colt 

belongs to an unnamed person who is never identified. I am often curious about people 

like this in the Bible – who was he or she – we don’t even know if it was a man or a 
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woman. Perhaps intentionally, it could have been anyone. To me the key verse is Mark 

11:3 –  

"the Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately."  

Think about the story from the perspective of the owner of the colt.  

There seems to me a dynamic at work – the Lord needs a colt and promises to send 

it back. Will you let it go so that what you have may be used to serve the Lord? Or 

like the rich young man, will you keep it to yourself and end up being sad, unable to let 

go of something that you think belongs to you?  

 You have something Jesus needs, are you willing to give it to him, trust it 

to him or not? Imagine you are a man who owns the colt and your wife comes home 

and says, “Honey, where’s the horse?” “Uh, some guy from out of town said he needed 

it?” “Or imagine you are a woman and your sister comes home and says, “Hey, the colt 

we just got is gone!” And you reply, “Oh, don’t worry about it, I loaned it to a carpenter 

and a bunch of fishermen…they said they’d send it right back.” “Did you ask them what 

they needed it for?”  

“No, they said ‘the Lord needs it,’ so I figured why not?”  

 Remember that in between the rich, good man, the disciples, and the owner of 

the colt is Jesus, who remains silent. He doesn’t say a word in Mark 11 as he enters 

Jerusalem. His actions speak for themselves. Here he comes into the city, willing to 

give up everything for people like the good, rich man who turned his back on him; for 

the “what’s in it for me disciples;” and for the mystery owner of the colt.  

As I look at these people around Jesus at the beginning of Holy Week it reminds 

me, we should expect that the faith that cost Jesus his life will cost us something. 

At the end of Mark 10:45, before coming into Jerusalem, Jesus says, “45 For the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

Jesus gave his life for you and me. We are invited to think about what we would give to 

him. What does the Lord need that I am in a position to give? 

Some folks say, Jesus arranged the colt beforehand, perhaps with someone who 

had heard him teach somewhere and who lived in Jerusalem. Or maybe Jesus simply 

used his divine power to make the preparation for the colt.  

Whether Jesus arranged it ahead of time, or used his spiritual authority – it doesn’t really 

matter. It still took a risk on the owner’s part – do you trust that what you give to the 

Lord, the Lord will send it back to you? What if he is arrested by the Romans and the 

colt is confiscated – what then? It takes faith to give the Lord your colt. Do you believe 



that the Lord really needs something that you are in the power to give – some resource, 

some talent or gift, some service or time?  

This week when I was at Duke University for my second session about Christian 

Leadership, I heard the story of Marguerite “Maggy” Barankitse. Maggy was witness to 

an unimaginable event that forever changed her life. On Oct. 24, 1993, she was working 

for the Catholic bishop of Ruyigi, in eastern Burundi, Africa, when ethnic Tutsis stormed 

the bishop’s residence, she was tied up and forced to watch as 72 of her fellow Hutus, 

many of them priests and nuns, were murdered and she was left alive.  Amid the chaos 

and confusion, that followed, Maggy managed to save 25 children and, driven by hope, 

thoughts of peace and a calling straight from God, she set out to provide a safe haven 

for the youngest survivors of unspeakable violence. At one point a man was sent to kill 

her. Maggie told him, “You don’t want to do that.” She spoke to him and he decided he 

didn’t want to kill her and instead she recruited him to help and he became her driver!  

What began in 1993 as a home for the 25 orphaned children who survived the 

attack, Maison Shalom—or “House of Peace”—has grown into a multi-functional service 

agency helping heal and support 30,000 young people and families. Only recently 

emerging from more than 12 years of civil war between the Tutsis and Hutus that left 

300,000 dead, Burundi is healing. In order to care for the many children affected by the 

conflict in Burundi, Maggy and her team operate “children villages.” These 500 small 

houses throughout the country, including in the capital of Bujumbura, provide children 

the support and nurturing they need by reintegrating them with loving families. Early in 

2008, Maison Shalom achieved another goal and opened a hospital in Burundi. The 

focus of Maggie’s work and Maison Shalom is to change the lives of children and 

ultimately better the lives of all Burundians. Based on their successful efforts, the model 

is now spreading, with outreach and aid to children in Rwanda and the Congo currently 

underway. 

 When asked about her work, Maggie said, “Love made me an inventor.”  

In the terrible situation in which she found herself, the Lord didn’t ask her for a colt, he 

asked for her life in all its fullness, just as he gave his life in all its fullness for us. Maggie 

says, the children re-built her heart. She has re-built a village.  

She intentionally built a swimming pool over where massacre took place, there is a 

cinema with a “no assault rifles” sign because militia men from nearby like to come to 

see the movies. There is a school and the “garage of angels” where young people learn 

about auto mechanics. Maggie says,   



“I am a Christian, and the human vocation is to love.”  

 Jesus rode into Jerusalem to communicate to us that the human vocation is to 

love, it is to serve. He did this by loving us and serving us by giving up his life. We may 

never be exposed to the horrors that Maggie witnessed nor be in a situation that requires 

such radical trust in the Lord or have such a large vision given to us by God to fulfill – the 

Lord’s purpose for each of us is unique. However, it is good to recall that almost 2,000 

years ago an unnamed person was willing to trust the Lord and to let the Lord use a colt 

simply because the Lord needed it. It may have seemed like a small thing to do at the 

time, but it has been remembered ever since and is commemorated by Christians every 

year at the beginning of the most important week of the year.  

 Who knows what seemingly small thing that the Lord is asking of you today, that 

could end up having life changing, world altering consequences, if you will trust 

everything you have and all you are to the Lord because he needs you and he needs 

your “colt” to use for God’s purposes in our time.  

 

Blessing: May the God of peace and love enable us to be obedient to his will in every 

way we can as we remember all Jesus gave for us. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


