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 Like some of you, Jill and I have been following the story in the news this week 

about Rev. David Pinckney, the pastor in Chichester, N.H. who decided to take a man 

into his home who was found guilty of killing a child. Raymond Guay spent the last 35 

years in prison for the horrendous crime he committed in 1973. He has served out his 

sentence. According to news stories:  

“Pinckney agreed to house Guay after a lunch meeting when he looked into his 

eyes and said he saw a man who had been transformed  by Jesus Christ over the 

last 16 years.  But since Friday, March 13, when Pinckney invited Guay, recently 

paroled, to live with him and his family of five children, the two men's lives have become 

intertwined. In recent days, both have become pariahs in this tiny, rural New Hampshire 

community in the hills outside Concord - Pinckney because of his act of kindness and 

Guay because of his act of evil. Some locals don't claim to understand either, and many 

want to run Guay out of town. 

Fear was rampant in the first week. Pinckney said he has received more than 

one threatening phone call from angry people. In a town meeting, more than 200 people 

gathered to ask that Guay go somewhere else. But forcing someone to leave isn't 

exactly easy, or legal. By order of a federal judge, Guay, 60, is supposed to remain in 

New Hampshire to serve three years of parole. And Pinckney made it clear that, protests 

or not, he and his family are not backing down from their decision to allow Guay to live 

with them. In fact, on the contrary, Pinckney said, Guay is becoming a beloved house 

guest. He is making himself useful around the house, helping the Pinckney family to 

complete an addition above the garage. 

At lunch Wednesday, sitting with Pinckney in the kitchen, Guay said grace. He 

thanked the Lord for the blessings before them. And then, as Guay finished praying and 

the two men prepared to dig into heaping plates of leftover spaghetti, the pastor reached 

out to the ex-con, patting him on the shoulder. 

"Love this guy," Pinckney said. "He's just a good guy." Plenty of people would disagree 

with that assessment, however, because of his dark past.  

Pinckney met Guay through a prison minister who had counseled him behind 

bars. Convinced that Guay is a changed man - a convert an d devoted Christian - 

Pinckney decided to take the ex-convict into his ho me for the next two months.  

And so the prickly problem of Raymond Guay came to tiny Chichester, population 2,400.  



Few, if anyone, question Pinckney's intentions. The easygoing minister, who 

preaches on Sundays while wearing jeans and insists that people call him Dave, is well 

liked and respected in Chichester. Pinckney said he appreciates law enforcement 

officers' concerns - and their support. What's disappointed him, are the reactions of 

others, given the lengths he is taking to keep Guay under close watch. Though Guay is 

legally free to go where he pleases, he has agreed to Pinckney's terms that he always 

remain under adult supervision, and has even volunteered to wear a movement-tracking 

ankle bracelet like an inmate on house arrest. 

 As this week went by it appears that residents might be getting back to life as 

usual. A rally by neighbors to have 24-hour police surveillance drew only eight people 

Wednesday afternoon. Nearby, children rode their Razor scooters down a hill. And the 

pastor who agreed to let Guay live in his home for two months said the setup is going 

well. "Fear is no way to live,"  Rev. Pinckney, said.  “I would not have brought him into 

my home if I thought he was a danger to my town, my neighborhood, my neighbors, or 

my children. It was said this could disrupt life. People wouldn't like it. He's not liked. But 

at the end of the day, this is what Jesus did. He defended the defenseless. He was 

a friend of sinners."1 

In the New Testament Jesus’ effort to mirror God’s love and mercy even to 

outcasts earns him the epithet ‘a friend of tax collectors and sinners’  (Matt. 9:11; 

Luke 7:34). We all need friends like Jesus. What a blessing it would be if we could all 

be friends like Jesus.   

In John 15 Jesus says these brief but powerful words:  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends , because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father.” 

 Friendship  is a relationship of mutual trust and congeniality .   

Someone defined Christianity very simply this way:  

“Christianity is the acceptance of the gift of the friendship of Jesus.”2  

                                                 
1 Pastor's outreach hits a nerve Decision to take in paroled killer of a child roils rural N.H. town 
By Keith O'Brien, Globe Staff  |  March 19, 2009.  
 
2 Leslie Weatherhead, The Transforming Friendship, (Abingdon, Nashville, 1990), 18.  



Jesus is our friend - he stands by us, supports and comforts us, but like all true 

friendships, it needs to go both ways. Jesus also wants us to love him and others the 

way he loves us. Jesus wants us to experience the friendship, love, and joy that make 

life a blessing and he wants us to share that transforming friendship with other people 

who also need to experience, perhaps for the first time, friendship, love, and joy.  

In all friendships we not only care about the other person, but we also take 

seriously what our friend takes seriously, which in John 15 means the commandments of 

Jesus. If we have the desire to be known as, identified as, or called a friend of Jesus, 

then we need to take seriously the commands Jesus gave us. We will do what he says. 

Otherwise, we may be deluding ourselves about the depth or nature of our friendship. 

Friendship is vital to life. All of us - even people who have committed serious crimes, or 

been in prison, or made mistakes or done things that we regret or are ashamed of - need 

friends.  

Those who are friends of Jesus obey his commandments, especially that we love 

one another. We often become like the friends we make and admire. We become like 

those we spend time with, which is why parents are always concerned about their 

children’s friends.  

When we are friends of Jesus, spending time with him and seeking to obey his 

commandments, then the joy that is in Jesus (John 15:11) will be evident in our lives. 

We will not be sleepy, slumbering Christians for whom our relationship with Jesus makes 

no apparent difference in our lives.  

I like the story about the cab driver who reached the gates of heaven and 

announced his presence to St. Peter, who looked him up in his Big Book. Upon reading 

the entry for the cabby, St. Peter invites him to grab a silk robe and a golden staff and to 

proceed into heaven. A Baptist preacher was next in line behind the cab driver and he 

was watching with interest what happened. The preacher eagerly announced himself to 

St. Peter.  

Upon scanning the preacher’s entry in the Big Book, St. Peter furrowed his brow 

and said, “Okay, we’ll let you in, but take that cloth robe and wooden staff.”  

The preacher is surprised and disappointed and said, “But I am a preacher. You gave 

that cab driver a gold staff and a silk robe. Surely I rate higher than a cabby.”  St. Peter 

responded matter-of-factly,  

“Here we are interested in results. When you preached, people slept.  

When the cab driver drove his taxi, people prayed.”  



The result God is interested in is friends of Jesus who do what Jesus commands. 

Robert Louis Stevenson said,  

“A friend is a present you give yourself.”  The way to have a friend is to be one.  

When I was a kid I liked the animated Disney movie Jungle Book. There is song 

sung by four vultures (Dizzy, Buzie, Flaps, and Ziggy) to the boy Mowgli called, That’s 

What Friends Are For,  

We're your friends 

We're your friends 

We're your friends to the bitter end 

 

When you're alone 

Who comes around 

To pluck you up 

When you are down 

And when you're outside, looking in 

Who's there to open the door? 

That's what friends are for! 

 

Who's always eager to extend 

A friendly claw? 

That's what friends are for! 

 

And when you're lost in dire need 

Who's at your side at lightning speed? 

We're friends of every creature 

Comin' down the pike 

In fact we never met an animal 

We didn't like, didn't like 

 

So you can see 

We're friends in need 

And friends in need 

Are friends indeed.”   

  



 In 1908, Irish explorer Ernest Shackleton headed an Antarctic expedition 

attempting to reach the South Pole. They came closer than any before but, 97 miles 

short of the pole, had to turn back. In his diary Shackleton told of the time when their 

food supplies were exhausted save for one last ration of hardtack, a dried sort of biscuit, 

that was distributed to each man. Some of the men took snow, melted it, and made tea 

while consuming their biscuit. Others, however, stowed their hardtack in their food 

sacks, saving it for a last moment of hungry desperation.  

 As the fire was built up, and weary, exhausted men climbed into their sleeping 

bags to face a restless sleep, tossing and turning. Shackleton said that he was almost 

asleep when out of the corner of his eye, he noticed one of his most trusted men sitting 

up in his sleeping bag and looking about to see if anyone was watching.  

 Shackleton’s heart sank within him as this man began to reach toward the food 

sack of the man next to him. Shackleton watched as the man opened the food sack and 

took his own hardtack and put it in the other man’s sack .”3 

 As the vultures sing in Jungle Book, friends in need are friends indeed. What an 

act of love and friendship. Jesus puts his life and friendship into our sack . The 

friendship of Jesus our Savior, Lord, and Teacher a nd the friendship of other 

people nurtures, feeds, and sustains our life.   

 In Acts 4 Peter and John are hauled before the council of all the rulers and elders 

and teachers of religious law in Jerusalem after they have created quite a stir by healing 

a lame man in the name of Jesus. Verse 13 says (New Living Translation), “The 

members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 

for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the 

Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.”  

One of the goals of a Christian is for people to recognize we have been with 

Jesus. What a great way to be known as someone who has been with Jesus. In his 

book, The Transforming Friendship, Leslie Weatherhead writes about the transformation 

that takes place in the lives of those who truly become friends of Jesus.  

“In all who come near Jesus manners soften, hearts become gentle.  

There is new tenderness, a new sympathy, a new joy, a kind of infectious goodness. The 

disciples begin to say things, do things, be things, which they never could have said, 

done, or been before.  

But those friends who have watched the change know the secret.  

                                                 
3 Harold J. Sala, Heroes, (Promise, 1998), pages 277-278.  



They have been with Jesus. The friendship has done it.  

Friendship will always do that for us.  

It will make us like the friend we admire and see much of.”4 

Blessing 18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your  spirit, brothers 

and sisters.  Amen. Galatians 6:18 

                                                 
4 Leslie Weatherhead, The Transforming Friendship, (Abingdon, Nashville, 1990). Page 34.  


