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Even people who don’t believe in Jesus as their Savior and Lord, will usually 

acknowledge that he was a teacher. Jesus however is not a teacher who is seeking to 

convey information about a subject like Geometry or French. Jesus teaches to change 

lives, to bring about a transformation in character  and habits and thinking. Jesus 

teaches to help people become like him. Jesus teaches by painting a picture for people 

of God’s preferred future for their life that is so compelling and powerful that people want 

to move toward it.  

Jesus also has little patience for those who do not practice what they teach. 

Listen to Matthew 23:1-12,  

“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the 

Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat ; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; 

but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up 

heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they 

themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. 5 They do all their deeds to be 

seen by others ; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6 They 

love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and 

to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. 8 But 

you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students .  9 

And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. 10 Nor 

are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah .  11 The 

greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Teaching has been in virtually every culture and place, a very respected 

profession. Teachers have a significant influence and impact on the lives of their 

students. I can still remember the names of every teacher I had from preschool through 

8th grade and I doubt I am alone.  

In today’s gospel Jesus is strongly critical of teachers who don’t pr actice 

what they teach. That’s probably why you don’t hear too many of us pastors preaching 

on Matthew 23. In Matthew 6 Jesus teaches about the importance of engaging in 

spiritual habits (giving, praying, and fasting) in secret that shape our life in public. Jesus 

says the scribes and Pharisees do the opposite – they do all their deeds in public to be 

seen by others rather than in secret so that God who sees in secret might reward them. 



They want the praise of the public so they engage in very calculated behavior to draw 

attention to themselves.  

Jesus, on the other hand, is all about trying to teach us how to engage in good 

spiritual habits because if we are engaged in good spiritual habits on a daily and weekly 

basis, such as worship, praying, being generous and compassionate, and so on, then 

our decisions, choices, and behavior will flow naturally out of the habits we practice and 

we will become more like him.  

Listening to or reading the gospels one cannot miss the emphasis on Jesus’ 

teaching. I started making notes to myself about Jesus and teaching and this is what I 

found: The only picture we have of Jesus as a young person is in Luke 2:46, “After three 

days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions .” 

Where does Jesus teach?  

All four of the gospels portray Jesus teaching all over the place.  

Jesus teaches “in their cities” (Matt 11:1) and “beside the sea” (Mark 4:1);  

in synagogues (Mt 13:54, Mark 6:2, Luke 4:15) and in the temple (John 7:14);  

on a mountain top (Matt 5:1-2) and in a boat (Mark 4:2); the list goes on and on. With 

apologies to Dr. Seuss, Jesus is kind of like the character in Green Eggs and Ham. 

Jesus will teach, “In a boat, with a goat, Jesus will teach them in the rain, in the dark, 

and on the plain, Jesus will teach beside the sea, and with a fig tree; Jesus will teach 

them in house and with a grouse, Jesus will teach them here and there, Jesus will teach 

them ANYWHERE!”  

How does Jesus teach?  – First, he practiced what he taught.  He embodied 

and demonstrated what he wanted his followers to do. Jesus never asked his students to 

do anything that he didn’t first do himself. He modeled what he wanted us to do.  

Second, even his opponents say that Jesus teaches in accordance with the truth  

(Matt. 22:16, Mark 12:14, Luke 20:21).  

His most common way of teaching is in parables (Mark 4:2, 34) “He began to teach 

them many things in parables,” “he did not speak to them in except in parables.”  

The other primary way Jesus taught was by answering and asking questions.  

Folks are always coming up to him asking, “Teacher…which commandment in the law is 

the greatest (MT 22:36), “what must I do to inherit eternal life (MK 10:17), “Teacher, 

Moses said… (MT 22:24). Jesus would also ask people, “What do you want me to do for 

you?” (Mark 10:51).  



What does Jesus teach?  “The way of God,” (Matt 22:16)  

He teaches about the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 13) and how it is available to ALL 

people.   

“How to pray,” (Luke 11:2)  

About the Holy Spirit (Luke 12:12; John 14:26)  

“That the Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be rejected by the elders, the 

chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” 

Mark 8:31.  

Who does Jesus teach  – everyone!  

Why does Jesus teach  – Matthew 10:24-25a,  
24 “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for 

the disciple to be like the teacher , and the slave like the master.”  

 Jesus teaches to make disciples who are like him. It is that simple.  

Luke 6:40, “A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone w ho is fully qualified 

will be like the teacher.”  When we apply ourselves diligently to being Jesus’ students 

in the school of life, we will become like him.  

 Are there any master carpenter’s here today? What if I told you I wanted to be a 

master carpenter and you invited me to your home for an hour a week and for 30 

minutes we sang about carpentry, and the wood and how solid, and beautiful the wood 

was and then we sang about nails and how shiny and hard they are. What if after that 

you took out a manual about carpentry and read it to me for 30 minutes? How long 

would it take for me to become a master carpenter? Exactly, I never would become one. 

Yet, there is a danger that we might think we can become a disciple of Jesus by 

following a similar approach. In order for us to master anything we have to do it, practice 

it, reflect on it, learn from our experiences. It takes focus, time, and effort.  

Imagine a student who doesn’t focus in class, doesn’t do assignments well and 

on time, doesn’t study for tests. This same student says to a teacher, “Why did you give 

me a “D?” Well in truth the teacher didn’t. Teachers are not giving grades so much as 

students are earning grades. A student shouldn’t ask, “Why did you give me  a B?” A 

better question is, “Why did my work and effort earn  a B?”  

  What kind of grade would you give yourself as a student of Jesus in the school of 

life? What action steps could you take to improve your grade or your effort or attitude?  

 Jesus’ goal in teaching is that his disciples becom e like our teacher.  

As he says, “everyone who is fully qualified will be like the te acher.”  



 The Center for Creative Leadership has done extensive research with thousands 

of leaders to find out how they have grown and become more effective leaders and the 

results show that a few key things consistently emerge.  

The number one way leaders have learned and grown is through hardship and 

challenging situations, the second is through learning new ideas, and third is a new 

challenge or a new assignment. One of my assignments for the leadership program I am 

in at Duke was to interview three Christian leaders and to ask them “When you think 

about your experiences as a leader, certain events or episodes probably stand out in 

your mind – things that led to a lasting change in the way you understand and/or practice 

leadership. Please identify three of these critical incidents or key events that made a 

difference in the way you now lead. 

What were they and what happened? What did you learn?”  

The experience of the people I interviewed lined up with the research for the Center – all 

three men spoke about experiences of hardship, a new challenging assignment, and 

new ideas and tools for thinking about and looking at life and leadership.  

I didn’t make the connection until this week when I was thinking about Jesus as 

our Teacher, that basically what Jesus did for the disciples was to give them n ew 

and challenging assignments, allow them to experien ce hardship and difficulty, 

and gave them the ideas and power to handle them.  It is interesting to note how 

challenge and adversity weave through the experiences we find most developmental, 

isn't it? For two of the leaders I interviewed, a painful and unexpected betrayal was a life 

shaping learning event, Jesus also experienced betrayal.  

Teaching didn’t stop with Jesus, it continued in the early church. Paul writing to 

instruct Timothy, his young colleague in ministry, tells him in1 Timothy 1:5-6, that the 

“aim” of Christian teaching is, “love that comes from a pure heart, a good 

conscience, and sincere faith.  Some people have deviated from these and turned 

to meaningless talk.”  He also tells him to (2 Timothy 2:22), “pursue righteousness, 

faith, love, and peace, along with those who call o n the Lord from a pure heart .”    

Pastor and author Gordon MacDonald tells a story about an experience he and 

his wife Gail had once on an airplane flying to Boston. He said, “We were seated almost 

at the back of the airliner in the two aisle seats across from each other. As the plane 

loaded up, a woman with two small children came down the aisle to take the seat right in 

front of us. And behind her, another woman. The two women took the A and C seats, 

and one of the children sat in the middle seat, and the second child was on the lap of 



one of the women. I figured these were two mothers traveling together with their kids, 

and I hoped the kids wouldn’t be noisy.  

The flight started, and my prayer wasn’t answered. The two children had a tough 

time. The air was turbulent, the children cried a lot—their ears hurt—and it was a 

miserable flight. I watched as these two women kept trying to help and comfort these 

children. The woman at the window played with the child in the middle seat, trying to 

make her feel good and paying lots of attention.  

I thought, these women get a medal for what they are doing. But things went 

downhill from there. As we got towards the last part of the flight, the child in the middle 

seat got sick. The next thing I knew she was losing everything from every part of her 

body. The diaper wasn’t on tight, and before long a stench began to rise through the 

cabin. It was unbearable!  

I could see over the top of the seat that indescribable stuff was all over 

everything. It was on this woman’s clothes. It was all over the seat. It was on the floor. It 

was one of the most repugnant things I had seen in a long time.  

I watched as the woman next to the window patiently comforted the child and 

tried her best to clean up the mess and make something out of a bad situation. The 

plane landed, and when we pulled up to the gate all of us were ready to exit that plane 

as fast as we could. The flight attendant came up with paper towels and handed them to 

the woman in the window seat and said, “Here, Ma’am, these are for your little girl.”  

The woman said, “This isn’t my little girl.”  

“Aren’t you traveling together?”  

“No, I’ve never met this woman and these children b efore in my life.”  

Suddenly I realized this woman had just been merciful. A lot of us would have just died 

in this circumstance. She had found the opportunity to give mercy,” because that was 

what was in her heart.  

Jesus criticized the Pharisees and scribes because, “They tie up heavy burdens, 

hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling 

to lift a finger to move them.”  

Jesus did the opposite. He said (Matthew 11:28-30),  

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden 

is light.”   



Most of us would aspire to be like that woman who responded with such love, 

kindness, and compassion. At least some of us, however, may feel we are more like the 

child. Our life is mess, so much stinks, it feels like we’re stuck where we are and we are 

powerless to clean it up.  

The good news is Jesus is sitting next to us on the ride of our life and he lovingly 

is willing to help clean us up. In John’s Gospel, shortly before Jesus’ betrayal, he 

washes the disciples’ feet, he cleans them up and then he says,  
13 You call me Teacher and Lord —and you are right, for that is what I am. 14  

So if I, your Lord and Teacher,  have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should  do as I have 

done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater th an their master, nor 

are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17  

If you know these things, you are blessed if you do  them” (John 13:13-17).  

 

In Matthew’s Gospel, the last words of Jesus emphasize the importance of 

teaching , “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you . And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 

 

 

Blessing 

Acts 5:42, “And every day in the temple and at home  they did not cease to teach and 

proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.” Go to love and serve your Teacher. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few more verses about Teaching  

Psalm 27:11,  Teach me  your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my 

enemies.  



Psalm 119:33,  Teach me , O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the 

end. 

Psalm 143:8,  Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, for in you I put my trust. 

Teach me  the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 

Psalm 143:10,  Teach  me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your good spirit lead 

me on a level path. 

Psalm 25: 4-5, 9, 12,  Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach  me your paths. Lead 

me in your truth, and teach me , for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all 

day long. 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches  the humble his way. 

Who are left that fear the Lord? He will teach them the way that they should choose.  

Psalm 32:8,  I will instruct you  and teach  you the way you should go; I will counsel you 

with my eye upon you.  

 

Colossians 3:16 , “Teach  and admonish one another in all wisdom,”  

1 Timothy 4:16 , “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teachin g; continue in 

these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.”  

2 Timothy 2:2 , “What you have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to 

faithful people who will be able to teach others as well.”  

2 Timothy 3:16-17,  All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching , for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs 

to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 

 

 


