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Two of the most common terms used to describe Jesus in the New Testament 

are “Savior,” which we talked about last week, and “Lord.” These words are often found 

together in referring to Jesus in the New Testament and in our own experience. When 

we baptize people, part of what we ask is, “Do you believe in Jesus as your Savior and 

Lord?” Savior refers to Jesus saving us from our sins and forgiving us. Savior reminds 

us of Jesus role in our salvation, deliverance, or rescue. Lord means that Jesus is the 

leader of our life – what he says, we are going to do.  We will imitate and follow his 

way of life. He is in charge of and directs our habits, choices, and decisions. Saying 

Jesus is our Lord means he lives at the center of our life. His mindset or attitude is to be 

ours.  

This is the point Paul is making in Philippians 2:5-11,  
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6     who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God  

as something to be exploited,  
7     but emptied himself,  

taking the form of a slave,  

being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form,  
8     he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death—  

even death on a cross.  
9     Therefore God also highly exalted him  

and gave him the name  

that is above every name,  
10     so that at the name of Jesus  

every knee should bend,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11     and every tongue should confess  

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  



The term, “Lord,” is a title of dignity and honor acknowledging the power and 

authority of the one addressed. In the Old Testament, ‘Lord’ is used to translate various 

titles for God (such as, Adonai, El Shaddai). Lord can also be used for a master or 

owner. In Jesus’ time an Aramaic word (mari,) meaning ‘my Lord,’ was coming into use 

as a title of respect (not of divinity) in addressing human beings with authority, like a 

rabbi. During his earthly life, Jesus was addressed as ‘Lord’ (see Matt. 7:21, Mark 7:28) 

in recognition of his authority as a teacher (rabbi) and as a charismatic prophet. Jesus 

insists that recognition of his authority requires obedience to the demands of God he 

taught. So when we say that Jesus is our Lord – we’re saying Jesus is at the center of 

our life – our goal is to follow his way of life and his teaching. Paul uses the title ‘Lord’ 

when he appeals to the teaching of the earthly Jesus (1 Cor. 7:10; 9:14; 11:21). 

 The word “Lord” is not used much in common speech anymore, but there is a 

term we use and understand today that conveys a somewhat similar idea, and that word 

is “Leader.” Interestingly, that word is used by Jesus’ followers to describe him only 

once, so far as I can tell, and that is in Acts 5:29-32, when Peter and the apostles are 

being interrogated by the authorities who are angry that they have disobeyed their 

orders and have not stopped telling people about Jesus. “But Peter and the apostles 

answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our 

ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted 

him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey him.”  

Those who have been brought under the authority of the Lord Jesus are 

committed to obeying him (Matthew 28:16f, Rom. 14:8; Rom. 6:3-11; 7:4-6). However, 

Jesus doesn’t ask us to follow him without helping us to do so.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote,  

“Jesus asks nothing of us without giving us the strength to perform it.   

His commands never seek to destroy life, but to foster, strengthen and heal it.”1 

If Jesus could humble himself and submit his will to God so can we. Philippians 

2:1-11 states that the central event in the drama of salvation is an act of humble service. 

Jesus gave up everything for the sake of others.  At the Mission Works conference on 

Friday evening in Fitchburg, we heard from Dana Perkins, who is not a pastor or a full-

time missionary. He is simply a committed follower of Jesus from Maine who uses his 
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talents with puppets, magic, and ventriloquism to share the gospel. He has made a 

number of trips over the years to Russia.  

He shared a story about one trip to Russia and a 15-year-old girl named Julia 

who served as a translator for him. Dana said she wasn’t a very good translator. One 

day they had the opportunity to go to a school to talk about Jesus, give out New 

Testaments written in the Russian language and to talk a little about the United States. 

The Assistant Principal warned them that the Principal was a strong communist and 

would surely tell them to leave as soon as she returned. So Dana and Julia started in 

one classroom, sharing the gospel, giving out New Testaments, and talking. There was 

no auditorium or gym at the school so there was no way to address all the students at 

once. So they went from classroom to classroom, sometimes several classes packed 

into one room, Dana speaking and 15-year-old Julia translating. The Assistant Principal 

kept updating them on the Principal’s delays and encouraged them to continue. So for 

hours Dana and Julia kept going as they shared about Jesus and gave out the New 

Testaments. When they finally finished and walked outside, Julia passed out. Dana 

asked what happened, and was told that she fainted. When she came to, they spoke to 

her and learned that Julia’s family was much poorer than any of them realized and she 

had not had anything to eat for three days. Yet she had given all her energy and focus to 

telling the students about Jesus who wanted to be their Savior and Lord. She also 

demonstrated what it means to serve Jesus as one’s leader.  

Dana Perkins concluded that the difference between the church in Russia and 

the church in the United States is the willingness of the people to serve and do whatever 

is necessary for the Lord Jesus. He also mentioned a man who served as their bus 

driver who slept on an unheated bus with temperatures way below zero to make sure 

that nothing was stolen during the night. Julia, who is in her twenties, is now the director 

of Children’s Ministries at a church with several thousand members.  

 We learn in Philippians 2 that Jesus was willing to give up all claim to title, rights, 

privilege, recognition, and personal glory, and sought simply to be obedient to God 

without fanfare, without applause, without glorifying himself and without promise of 

reward. Paul says, this is the central defining act of the Christian faith and it is the 

attitude, the orientation, the approach that all Christ followers are to demonstrate.  It may 

go against our human nature, it is not going with the tide of popular culture, but it is the 

way Christians are supposed to be in faithfully and humbly following our Lord Jesus.   



 God and Jesus have done something for us, that we could never do. What they 

are looking for now is what we will do in return. Will we seek to follow and to obey and to 

live lives that give glory and pleasure to the Lord.  

Oswald Chambers wrote in My Utmost for His Highest (May 10),  

“We have to do something.  We are in danger of forgetting that we cannot do what God 

does, and that God will not do what we can do.  

We cannot save or sanctify ourselves – God does that.  But God will not give us good 

habits or character, and he will not force us to walk correctly before him.   

We have to do all that ourselves.”  

Joe was a drunk who was miraculously converted at a Bowery mission.   

Prior to his conversion, he had gained the reputation of being a drunk for whom there 

was no hope, only a miserable existence in the gutter.   

But following his conversion to a new life with the Lord, everything changed.   

Joe became the most caring person anyone associated with the mission had ever 

known.  Joe spent his days and nights hanging out at the mission, doing whatever 

needed to be done.  There was never anything that he was asked to do that he 

considered beneath him.  Whether it was cleaning up the mess left by some violently ill 

client or scrubbing toilets in the men’s room, Joe did what was asked with a smile on his 

face and gratitude for the chance to help.  He could be counted on to feed feeble men 

who wandered off the street into the mission, and to undress and tuck into bed men who 

were too out of it to take care of themselves.   

 One evening, when the director of the mission was delivering his evening 

evangelistic message to the usual crowd of still and sullen men with drooped heads, 

there was one man who looked up, came down the aisle to the altar, and knelt to pray, 

crying out for God to help him to change for good.  The repentant drunk kept shouting, 

“Oh God!  Make me like Joe!  Make me like Joe!  Make me like Joe!  Make me like Joe!   

 The director of the mission leaned over and said to the man,  

“Son, I think it would be better if you prayed, ‘Make me like Jesus.’” 

The man looked up at the director with a quizzical expression on his face and asked, “Is 

he like Joe.”2  

 What a tremendous credit to Joe’s faith in Jesus as Lord. Many people don’t 

have a clue about Jesus, but they know our habits and our character and they can tell 

whether we are serious about following Jesus.  Oswald Chambers observed, “No one is 
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born either naturally or supernaturally with character it must be developed.  Nor are we 

born with habits – we have to form godly habits on the basis of the new life God has 

placed within us.  If the majesty, grace, and power of God are not being exhibited in us, 

God holds us responsible (May 16, June 15).”3 

If our habits remain the same after we call Jesus our Lord or Leader, we won’t 

experience or demonstrate much of the life and power of Jesus. That life and power will 

remain dormant until through our habits and attitude we truly begin trusting Jesus to lead 

our life.  Francois Fenelon (1651-1715), wrote in Christian Perfection,  

“Christian perfection is not so severe, tiresome, and constraining as we think. It 

asks us to be God’s from the bottom of our hearts. Those who are God’s are always 

glad, when they are not divided, because they only want what God wants, and want to 

do for him all he wishes. The more one loves God, the more one is content. What folly to 

fear to be too entirely God’s! It is to fear to be too happy.  

There is only one way to love God: to take not a single step without him, and to 

follow with a brave heart wherever he leads. God has little patience with those weak 

souls who say to themselves, ‘I shall go this far and no farther.’ Is it up to the creature to 

make the law for his Creator? What would a king say to a subject, or a master of a 

servant, who only served him in his own way, who feared to care too much for his 

interests, and who was embarrassed in public because of belonging to him? What will 

the King of Kings say to us if we act like cowardly servants?”  

In his book, The Gift of Peace, the late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin reflects on his 

life goal, which is a prayer to God– “to let go of self and trust in you.”  This is precisely 

what Jesus did and what we are supposed to do.  The central event that creates, 

nourishes, and matures the community of faith is an act of humble, obedient service by 

Jesus.   

1 Corinthians 8:6 says, “For us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 

things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,  through whom are all things 

and through whom we exist.”  

To say Jesus is our Lord, he is our Leader, means that we try to live our life in 

every aspect in a way that pleases Jesus.  
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Blessing:  “Grow in the grace and knowledge and goo dness of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 

Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 


