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 For the next four weeks in worship we are going to be focusing on Jesus -who he 

is, what he has done for us, and what he continues to do. In a world where there is so 

much uncertainty and in which we learn that institutions and organizations and 

individuals we thought were dependable or trustworthy prove not to be, it is good to 

focus on Jesus who is utterly reliable and worthy of our trust. As Hebrews 13:8 says, 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” So over the next four weeks 

we will be looking at Jesus to explore how he is our Savior, our Lord, our Teacher, 

and our Friend. Jesus is our Savior because he forgives our sin and rescues us 

from the power of sin and death and frees us to be his people.   

A Savior is somebody who rescues or delivers somebody or something 

from a present and/or future harm or danger. The primary usage of the word ‘savior’ 

in the Old Testament is in reference to judges and other leaders raised up by God to 

bring deliverance to Israel in times of national crisis. For example, in Nehemiah 9 which 

is a national confession of the people’s sins, verse 27 states how things have gone 

throughout the history of Israel.  “Then in the time of their suffering they cried out to you 

and you heard them from heaven, and according to your great mercies you gave them 

saviors who saved them from the hands of their enemies.”  

Savior was also used of God, who used these human saviors as his agents. In Isaiah it 

became a recognized title for God, such as in Isaiah 43:3, “For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior”  in connection with the deliverance brought to Israel 

in the return from the Exile. This usage represents a turning point in the history of the 

word, since from then on salvation by God acquired more than purely political or military 

significance and prepared the way for its New Testament use in reference to the end-

time salvation brought by Christ.  

Both Matthew and Luke share about Jesus’ role as our Savior in the stories of his 

birth. In Matthew 1:21 an angel tells Joseph about the child, “She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save  his people from their sins.” 

Luke 2:10b-11, The angel announces to the shepherds “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people : to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior , who is the Christ, the Lord.” 



From the beginning of the good news about Jesus we are to understand 

that we cannot save ourselves from the devastating consequences of our sins, 

but Jesus can.  

Jesus is our Savior because he forgives our sins and sets us free.  

Titus 2:11-14 describes Jesus’ role as our Savior.  

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all ,  training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly,  while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ . 

He it is who gave himself for us  that he might redeem us from all iniquity  and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds .”  

These verses talk about what God has done for us and what we are to do for our 

Savior. God’s grace brings salvation to all training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions – to get our priorities right. With God’s help we are to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly. Jesus gave himself to redeem us from all iniquity, to purify 

for himself a people of his own, who are zealous for good deeds. We are a redeemed 

people. We have been bought with a price, not because we were worthy of it, but 

because God’s love is so amazingly great.  

I find it interesting when I hear or read comments stating that people who are 

Christians or go to worship think they are better than people who don’t. In fact the 

opposite is true. Those of us who have asked Jesus to be our Savior and become his 

followers understand we are broken and imperfect; that we seem to lack the ability to fix 

the areas in our lives where we repeatedly make the same mistakes. Rather than being 

arrogant, we are humble enough to be able to admit we need help from outside 

ourselves and we are willing to both accept that help and share where we found it with 

others.  

Listening through the New Testament the first book we finish with is Matthew and 

some of the hardest verses for me to hear come in Matthew 27:41b-43, when the chief 

priests, scribes, and elders were mocking Jesus as he was dying on the cross, saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself.  

He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 

him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s 

Son.’ ” 



 That is always painful for me – that Jesus could literally be bleeding and dying for 

the sake of the very people who were ridiculing him and they were so cruel. God and 

Jesus were willing to suffer, Jesus especially, so that we could be delivered, rescued, 

saved. In choosing to love, suffer, and die, Jesus has caused billions to believe in him, 

love him, and serve him.  

Paul notes in 1 Timothy 1:15-16: “The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am 

the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 

Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 

would come to believe in him for eternal life.”  

 When we hear all these passages from the Bible with the words “savior” and 

“saving people,” it should become clear to us that God is into saving, rescuing, and 

delivering people. We began our Ash Wednesday Service with the familiar words of 

John 3:16-17, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. God did not send the Son into 

the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him .”  

It is important for us never to forget that God sent Jesus to the world to save it.  

Louis Evely wrote in In the Christian Spirit:  

“To believe in God is to believe in the salvation of the world. The paradox of our time is 

that those who believe in God do not believe in the salvation of the world, and those who 

believe in the future of the world do not believe in God.  

 Christians believe in “the end of the world,” they expect the final catastrophe, the 

punishment of others.  

 Atheists in their turn invent doctrines of salvation, try to give meaning to life, 

work, the future of humankind, and refuse to believe in God because Christians believe 

in him and take no interest in the world.  

 All ignore the true God: he who has so loved the world! But which is the more 

culpable ignorance?  

 To love God is to love the world. To love God passionately is to love the world 

passionately. To hope in God is to hope for the salvation of the world.  

 I often say to myself that, in our religion, God must feel very much alone: for is 

there anyone besides God who believes in the salvation of the world?  

God seeks among us sons and daughters who resemble him enough,  



who love the world enough that he could send them into the world to save it.”  

 Sam Shoemaker was one such person. Shoemaker was the founder of Faith At 

Work at Calvary Episcopal Church in New York City, in 1926, and was also one of the 

spiritual leaders who helped draft the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. He wrote a 

piece called, “I Stand by the Door” which is about the importance each of us plays in 

helping others find God once we have come to believe in the Savior.  

 

“I stand by the door.  

I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out,  

The door is the most important door in the world-  

It is the door through which people walk when they find God.  

There's no use my going way inside, and staying there,  

When so many are still outside and they, as much as I,  

Crave to know where the door is.  

And all that so many ever find  

Is only the wall where a door ought to be.  

They creep along the wall like blind people,  

With outstretched, groping hands.  

Feeling for a door, knowing there must be a door,  

Yet they never find it ...  

So I stand by the door.  

The most tremendous thing in the world  

Is for people to find that door--the door to God.  

The most important thing any person can do  

Is to take hold of one of those blind, groping hands,  

And put it on the latch--the latch that only clicks  

And opens to the person's own touch.  

People die outside that door, as starving beggars die  

On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of winter—  

Die for want of what is within their grasp.  

They live, on the other side of it--live because they have not found it.  

Nothing else matters compared to helping them find it,  

And open it, and walk in, and find Him ...  

So I stand by the door.  



 

Go in, great saints, go all the way in--  

Go way down into the cavernous cellars,  

And way up into the spacious attics--  

It is a vast roomy house, this house where God is.  

Go into the deepest of hidden casements,  

Of withdrawal, of silence, of sainthood.  

Some must inhabit those inner rooms.  

And know the depths and heights of God,  

And call outside to the rest of us how wonderful it is.  

Sometimes I take a deeper look in,  

Sometimes venture in a little farther;  

But my place seems closer to the opening ...  

So I stand by the door.  

 

There is another reason why I stand there.  

Some people get part way in and become afraid  

Lest God and the zeal of His house devour them  

For God is so very great, and asks all of us.  

And these people feel a cosmic claustrophobia,  

And want to get out. "Let me out!" they cry,  

And the people way inside only terrify, them more.  

Somebody must be by the door to tell them that they are spoiled  

For the old life, they have seen too much:  

Once taste God, and nothing but God will do any more.  

Somebody must be watching for the frightened  

Who seek to sneak out just where they came in,  

To tell them how much better it is inside.  

The people too far in do not see how near these are  

To leaving--preoccupied with the wonder of it all.  

Somebody must watch for those who have entered the door,  

But would like to run away. So for them, too,  

I stand by the door.  

 



I admire the people who go way in.  

But I wish they would not forget how it was  

Before they got in. Then they would be able to help  

The people who have not, yet even found the door,  

Or the people who want to run away again from God,  

You can go in too deeply, and stay in too long,  

And forget the people outside the door.  

As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place,  

Near enough to God to hear Him, and know He is there,  

But not so far from people as not to hear them,  

And remember they are there, too.  

Where? Outside the door--  

Thousands of them, millions of them.  

But--more important for me--  

One of them, two of them, ten of them,  

Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch.  

So I shall stand by the door and wait  

For those who seek it.  

"I had rather be a door-keeper ..."  

So I stand by the door.   

  

1 John 4:14, “And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 

Savior of the world.”  

 

Hebrews 7:25, “He is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, 

since he always lives to make intercession for them.” 

 

Blessing Jude 24-25 
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without 

blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only God our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time 

and now and forever. Amen.  

 


