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“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 

that he had and bought it.”1 

 

This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  Lent is a period of forty days 

(not counting Sundays) leading up to Easter.  Traditionally Lent is a time during which Christians 

have committed themselves to prayer, penance, giving to the poor, and self denial as 

preparation for the commemoration for the events of Holy Week, Jesus’ suffering and death and 

His triumphant resurrection on Easter morning.  These practices help us to be more mindful of 

what Christ suffered on our behalf as well as prepare us for the triumph of Christ’s resurrection 

that promises the hope of new life.2 

 

Perhaps the most common way that the average person observes the Lenten season is by 

“giving something up” for Lent.  It isn’t uncommon for people to give up a food or drink item, like 

soda or chocolate or even coffee, or a bad habit, like cracking knuckles or biting fingernails for 

Lent.  And while it’s not a bad thing to seek to cut back on food or drink items that are less 

healthy or seek to eliminate bad habits, this really isn’t the point of Lenten observance.  The 

self-denial aspect of Lent is more about giving something up that is important, significant, or a 

regular part of our lives, so that we regularly come to reflect on the fact that we are giving it up 

out of recognition of what Christ has given up for us.  It is a practice that deepens our devotion 

to Christ to develop a deeper and more significant relationship with God. 

 

The two parables that Jesus offers in this passage from Matthew also illustrate the necessity of 

responding to Jesus’ invitation to be a part of the kingdom of heaven by setting aside and giving 

up of other things. 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

                                                 
1 Matthew 13:44-46, NRSV 
2 To read a summary of Lent, its history, and the different ways it is observed see:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent 
 



like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 

that he had and bought it.”3 

 

In each of these two short parables of Jesus we have a person who stumbles upon something 

so precious, so valuable, that they go and sell everything they have that they might possess the 

thing that is so valuable.  And out of their excitement they will do anything to experience the joy 

of taking possession of their discovery.   

 

In the first, we have a person who finds a hidden treasure.  Now in the ancient world there were 

no banks or markets to hold your money, no safety deposit boxes or safes to store your 

valuables in, so when invaders threatened to march into your town, people would hide their 

valuables.  They would bury their precious goods, their valuables and then dig them up with the 

threat receded.  As a result, it probably wasn’t terribly uncommon for people to discover hidden 

treasure that had been forgotten about, lost, or maybe the owner had died.  So in this parable 

we have someone who finds a treasure, but instead of just simply taking it, they are so excited 

that they go and sell everything they have to purchase the field that the treasure is hidden in 

that it might be theirs. 

 

The second story is similar, we have a merchant who is shopping for pearls when they come 

upon one that is so valuable, so precious, that they then go and sell everything that they have 

simply to possess this one pearl.   

 

We tend not to shop or invest this way.  We like variety and choices and not to be locked into 

just one thing.  When it comes to investing our money, we are told that we need to diversify.  

When it comes to spending money we tend to think of value, of bargains, of coupons, and sales.  

We see commercials, infomercials and advertisements that offer the latest and greatest, can’t 

live without it goods for “low” prices.  And that’s not all, you can get all this for just $19.95 . . . 

our mindset is often attuned to bargain hunting, or getting the best deal, “check out the deal I 

got on . . .”   

 

But the people in the parables don’t wait for the sale, or the discount.  They don’t wait for the 

coupon, or for it to go on clearance.  For them there is no time to wait.  The treasure/pearl is of 

such great value that there is no time to lose.  They cannot risk missing out on the opportunity to 

                                                 
3 Matthew 13:44-46, NRSV 



acquire the treasure/pearl, and so right away they do whatever it takes to acquire it.  They 

empty their bank and investment accounts, collect their things and pawn them off.  Everything . . 

. their houses, cars, businesses, furniture, televisions, computers, golf clubs, sewing machines, 

sports equipment, book/movie/music collections . . . is sold off that so that they can purchase 

this one thing of incredible value. 

 

At first glance this may seem shocking or difficult to imagine that someone would do such a 

thing.  We probably would have a difficult time thinking of anything that we would be willing to 

sell everything we have in order to purchase just one thing.  But it is important to recognize that 

in both parables, the person recognizes the incredible worth of what is before them.  They are 

not gambling with their assets, but are making an investment that is so certain, such a slam 

dunk that they are willing to give up everything to possess the treasure/pearl.  They recognize 

that it has such incredible value that they are not willing to wait and see or haggle for the price.  

Maybe we could even make the case that the treasure/pearl is so valuable that they are 

acquiring them for bargain prices. 

 

This is what Jesus is saying about the kingdom of heaven.  That when we recognize the 

incredible value, the incredible opportunity that is before us in Christ’s invitation to be a part of 

the kingdom of heaven, that there is nothing that we would not part with, nothing that we would 

not be willing to give up to be a part of it.   

 

Now Jesus doesn’t get specific and define exactly what the kingdom of heaven is, but instead 

tells us what it is like.  These parables indicate that the kingdom is something of immense value 

and worth . . . Something that is desirable and a source of joy . . . Something that causes 

excitement, and maybe it could even be said that kingdom causes people to do things that may 

appear crazy when they recognize its value. 

 

Perhaps one source of the struggles that you and I have as we attempt to follow Jesus and live 

the Christian life is that we don’t fully realize or we have difficulty comprehending the value of 

invitation that Jesus places before us.  Maybe if we had a better understanding of its worth we 

might have an easier time letting go of the things that hold us back and keep us from following 

Jesus more closely. 

 



Some of you may have seen the PBS television program, “Antiques Roadshow.”  On this 

program, people bring in antiques which are then appraised by specialists from some of the 

biggest auction houses in the United States.  Sometimes the people find that items are worth 

what they thought they were, and other times they discover that they are worth significantly 

more or less than they thought.   

 

A few years ago a man named Ted brought an old blanket that his family had simply kept 

draped over a chair for several generations.  He knew that it was a Navajo Indian blanket, but 

little else about except that it might have been owned by Western hero Kit Carson at some point 

in time.  Ted’s first clue that the blanket might be worth something was when the producers 

assigned a security team to him after their appraiser examined the blanket.   

 

When Ted and the appraiser were put in front of the cameras, the appraiser said that when he 

first saw the blanket his breath was taken away because what Ted had was a first-phase chief’s 

blanket from the 1840s.  It was in great condition and few of these blankets were known to exist 

outside of museums.  While there the blanket had had a small tear in the past, it had been 

repaired using techniques and materials that the Navajos used in the 1860s, making even the 

repair something unique and valuable.  The appraiser marveled that the blanket was “a national 

treasure” and that it’s worth on a bad day would be about $350,000 and on a good day as much 

as $500,000, and if it could be authenticated that Kit Carson had owned it it’s value might 

increase as much as 20%.   

 

Ted appeared stunned and said that his family never had much money or anything of value.  

They had lived for years with the blanket draped over the back of a chair, completely unaware of 

the value of what they had.4  Prior to meeting with the appraiser he had no idea what he had in 

his possession, but afterward I would imagine that Ted walked away from the studio seeing the 

blanket in a totally different light.   

 

                                                 
4 You can read about this here:  http://www.americanheritage.com/articles/magazine/fc/2006/4/2006_4_1.shtml 

To watch a video clip of this scene:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlkYn39i4Fw 

 

 



Throughout our lives, as we encounter and experience God, and as we grow in relationship to 

Jesus, we come to better realize the depths of God’s grace and mercy.  We better appreciate 

the cleansing power of God’s forgiveness, the wonder of Christ’s death and resurrection, and 

the hope and joy that we are invited to partake in. 

 

And when this happens, we find ourselves loving God more, we find ourselves willing to do 

more, willing risk more for God.  We find ourselves more willing to give up our old ways, habits, 

sins, and the things that hold us back and keep us from pursuing the kingdom.  The better we 

understand the treasure that is before us, the more grateful we become, and the more grateful 

we become, the more we desire to seek after Jesus.  

 

There is an implied question in each of these two parables:  what are you and I willing to part 

with for the kingdom of heaven?  How far will you and I willing to go to take hold of it?  What are 

we willing to do for God out of gratitude for what has been done for us? 

 

The scriptures are full of people who acted, who left things behind, who took on seemingly crazy 

tasks because they realized to varying degrees the incredible worth of what God was offering or 

had promised to them.  People like Abraham who left his homeland, friends, and much of his 

family behind.  People like Moses who challenged Pharoah, or David who took on Goliath, or 

Jesus disciples who put their lives and careers aside to follow after Jesus and give themselves 

to the spread of the kingdom of the world. 

 

Down through the history of the church, we can also see many examples of people who have 

poured out their lives and given everything they had for the sake of pursuing the kingdom of 

heaven.  People like Francis of Assisi who put aside all of his possessions for the sake of being 

unhindered for the kingdom.  People like Mother Teresa who exchanged her life in her 

homeland for caring for the poorest of the poor in the slums of Calcutta.  As well as countless 

others who have pursued the kingdom of heaven by serving in ministry and mission in places 

near and far, people like Gary Hamlin. 

On April Fool's Day 1984, Dr. Gary Hamlin, a Joplin, Missouri, osteopath, became a "fool for 

Christ." Soon, he began doing seemingly foolish things. 

"I lived the first 40 years of life for Gary Hamlin's personal gain," he says. "But as I became 

obedient to God, he opened my eyes to other people who needed my help." 



First, Hamlin co-founded a Teen Challenge center offering free counseling and medical care for 

young people in trouble. He and his family hosted some of these teenagers in their home. Then, 

when no other physician volunteered, Hamlin became the first medical director of the AIDS 

Project of the Ozarks. Lafayette House, a Joplin facility for battered women and children, also 

engaged Hamlin's services, which he provided free of charge. 

But God had more plans. On April 1, 1988, Hamlin opened a highly unconventional medical 

practice--the Benevolent Friday Clinic. Any patient who needs medical care receives it. No one 

is turned over to a collection agency for non-payment. Medicare and Medicaid assignments are 

welcomed. 

Build a clinic like that, and people will come--35 to 45 patients a day. However, operating that 

way, Hamlin has to moonlight every other weekend in a local hospital to help with the overhead. 

Not everyone in the medical community is as enthusiastic about Hamlin's set-up as he is. But 

that's okay. 

"(Luke 14:14) introduced me to the founding principle for the clinic," he explains. "It was God's 

personal promise to me. 'And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou 

shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.'" Even now, though, "when a patient's eyes 

well up with tears because someone is willing to give him medical care, it's humbling," Hamlin 

says. 

Teaming up with a Christian dentist, Hamlin is heard weekly on "Healing Touch," a radio call-in 

program. In 1992, Hamlin entered the congressional race in his district, finishing a respectable 

third out of six candidates. He took his cue to "plead the cause of the poor and needy" from 

(Proverbs 31:9). always the initiator, Hamlin enjoys "being a loud voice. Confrontation has a way 

of making politicians stay on their toes." The future may include more campaigning, especially to 

lobby for health-care reforms. 

When his youngest child is grown, Hamlin hopes to be practicing medicine in Haiti. Since his 

first visit to Haiti in 1989, Hamlin admits "materialism has lost its value. Before I went to Haiti, 

where I worked with the Haitian Christian Mission and on my own, I carried a lot of fears in my 

life. Fear of dying. Fear of financial hardship. But after awhile, the fears began to dissipate. God 



was weaning me from the world's attractions. He was showing me his vision for my life. To be a 

fool for him every day. But realize how rich I am."5  

 

Pursuing and putting aside things for the kingdom of heaven does not necessarily look the same 

for everyone.  For some it means leaving home but for most it means living where they are and 

using what they have to love and serve Jesus and those around them.  But for all of us, as our 

appreciation for the worth of the kingdom increases we become more and more willing to use 

and share everything we have on behalf of the kingdom of heaven. 

 

The more we understand the incredible value of Jesus’ invitation into the kingdom of heaven, 

the more we come to appreciate and be thankful for God’s blessings and the riches that are 

ours in Christ, the easier it becomes to follow after Jesus, the easier it becomes to set aside all 

the distractions and temptations, the easier it becomes to break our sinful habits, and the easier 

it becomes to give all that we have even our very selves to take hold of the kingdom of heaven 

for ourselves. 

 

In this Lenten season may you take time to reflect upon Jesus and his life, his suffering, his 

death, and his resurrection.  Remember how Jesus himself gave up everything on your behalf.  

And as you do so may you come to a deeper understanding, a deeper appreciation of the 

treasure that is offered to you.  May you come to desire this treasure more and more deeply, 

that with each passing day, with each passing moment, you will be grow more willing to give up 

everything you have, to put everything aside to pursue Jesus and the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
5 Christian Reader, "Ordinary Heroes.” 


