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 What do you spend time listening to? If you were to keep track of everything you 

listened to during a week – how much time do you think you spend listening to music, 

talk radio, television, and other people? What we expose our mind to through what we 

hear is hugely important; it truly shapes our life. What we hear impacts what we think, 

our priorities, and what we believe. The Bible tells us many times that there is nothing 

more important for us to hear than the Word of God. How much time do you think you 

spend in a typical week hearing God’s word, listening to Christian music, reading faith-

related literature?  

 As I thought about this, an image came to my mind – imagine being in a room, 

sitting in a comfortable chair and having everything you heard in a week, by choice or by 

circumstance, played back for you to hear in one sitting. How much of what you heard 

would be helpful, inspiring, beneficial, good, or reflecting God’s priorities? How much of it 

would be of little value?   

In Romans 10:9-17, Paul talks about hearing, explaining how people come to 

faith, how we come to believe in Jesus in a way that saves us from sin, death, and an 

empty, aimless life.  Paul says hearing is crucial to coming to faith.   
9 Because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe  in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved . 10 For one believes  with the 

heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved . 11 The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek;  

the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved .”  
14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed ? And how are they to 

believe  in one of whom they have never heard ? And how are they to hear  without 

someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 

it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16 But not all have 

obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed  our message?” 17 So 

faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard c omes through the word of 

Christ .”  

 There is an old saying, “Seeing is believing.” However, when it comes to faith, 

Paul basically says, “Hearing leads to believing.” Faith is a common word in the New 



Testament and the Bible as a whole and like any word that is rich in meaning it conveys 

multiple things. Basically, Faith is trust in, or reliance on, God who is himse lf 

trustworthy. The New Testament and the Greek Old Testament express the 

understanding of faith primarily with two terms (pistis, pisteuein), which are related to the 

Old Testament verb ‘to be true’ or ‘be trustworthy’ (’aman).1  

 One of the characters in the Bible I respect tremendously is King Josiah of 

Judah. He was responsible for very significant reforms that led to a revival of faith 

among the people. We learn about him in 2 Chronicles 34. He became king when he 

was only eight years old in 639 BC after his father, King Amon was assassinated. 

Obviously, there was a significant chance that he would be manipulated and suffer the 

same fate as his father if he got out of line. However, “He reigned thirty-one years in 

Jerusalem. 2 He did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his 

ancestor David; he did not turn aside to the right or to the left. 3 For in the eighth year of 

his reign (when he was 16), while he was still a boy, he began to seek the God of his 

ancestor David .”  

Josiah went on to purge Judah of idols, to repair the house of God, and to lead 

one of the great spiritual renewal movements in the Bible. What caused a young man to 

make these changes? The answer is found in Josiah’s desire to know the God of David 

(34:2) and an amazing discovery that was made while the house of God was being fixed 

up. “The priest Hilkiah found the book of the law of the Lord given through Moses. 18 The 

secretary Shaphan informed the king, “The priest Hilkiah has given me a book.” 

Shaphan then read it aloud to the king. 19 When the king heard the words of the law he 

tore his clothes… because our ancestors did not keep the word of the Lord, to act in 

accordance with all that is written in this book.29 Then the king sent word and gathered 

together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 The king went up to the house of the 

Lord, with all the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the 

Levites, all the people both great and small; he read in their hearing all the words of 

the book of the covenant that had been found in the house of the Lord.” Josiah’s reign 

was a time of national resurgence as the king and the people sought to obey God’s word 

as they had heard it and Josiah was highly regarded by all including the prophet 

Jeremiah who lived during his reign.  

                                                 
1Achtemeier, Paul J. ; Harper and Row, Publishers ; Society of Biblical Literature: 
Harper's Bible Dictionary. 1st ed. San Francisco : Harper and Row, 1985, S. 298 



For most of its history the Bible was experienced by most people by hearing it, 

not reading it themselves. Everyone didn’t have their own copy of the Bible, so folks 

gathered in community to hear.  

The “book” found by Hilkiah the priest is thought to be some form of the Book of 

Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy tells us how important it is to be exposed to God’s Word all 

the time. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 says,  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one, Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your 

children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along that road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 

them on your foreheads. Write them on the door frames of your houses and on your 

gates.” 

Our highest calling is to love God with all that we are. Immediately following this 

call to worship is an admonition. The word of God is to be taught in a variety of ways and 

at various times of the day in the home so that the command to put God first will rest on 

a foundation of an understanding of what God has done in the past, is doing now, and 

will do in the future. 

The Word of God is to be taught so diligently that it penetrates the heart. 

Discussion is the order of the day, every day. The call to bind it on the hand, the 

forehead, the doorpost and gate makes it clear that the Word of God is to be heard and 

seen wherever one looks and while going about life. 

Why the big deal about all this exposure at home? Isn’t going to worship and 

Sunday School enough?  The reason is the same today as it was thousands of years 

ago. There is so much influence from the world around us that would draw us away from 

following God that it takes a continual exposure to God’s Word to stand against the daily 

onslaught. The problem is not that the message of God’s truth is less attractive than the 

message of the world. The problem is we allow every other influence to have access to 

our homes and our hearing, to be impressed on our thinking, that God’s Word goes 

unheard. How much time daily does God’s truth get proclaimed, shared, or discussed in 

any form in our home on a weekly basis? Not what is heard here when the Church 

gathers, just what is heard in our home.  

God intended for us to “Hear” the Word regularly. One source claims hearing is 

referred to 1230 times while reading is referred to  only 76 times and most of those 



references are related to reading aloud for others to hear.  How about us? Do we 

have a love for God’s Word as Josiah did? 

Turning to the New Testament, in Paul’s letters of advice to Timothy a young 

man seeking to minister appropriately, Paul says to Timothy, “I have been reminded of 

your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice 

and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.” Timothy had grown up in a home saturated 

with God’s promises and challenged to see himself as one that God would use for the 

benefit of the world.  

I cannot stress the following enough to those of you who have young children or 

grandchildren. You cannot overestimate the value of reading to young children, the 

stories of the Bible. I am convinced that part of why I have a strong faith is because like 

Timothy, my grandmother and my mother read me Bible stories. For me it was the Arch 

Book series for children, today you might use something else, but many of the stories I 

know from the Bible I first learned when I was younger than ten years old.  

Paul encouraged Timothy to “continue in what you have learned and firmly 

believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have 

known the sacred writings that are able to instruct  you for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus . 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righte ousness, 17 so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for ever y good work”  (2 Timothy 3:14-

17).  

 Paul reminds Timothy that he has learned the faith from trustworthy people - 

“Timothy, you can trust your grandmother and your mother.”  

He also urges Timothy to continue in what he has learned. This is where the faith of 

young people gets into trouble. As children continue to grow and develop physically and 

intellectually, sometimes their faith doesn’t grow at a similar rate.  

 Exposure to Scripture is not to be “once-for-all” or “a couple of times a week.” It is 

to be a continual building on a good foundation already laid—first the foundation of an 

understanding of Christ’s saving work on our behalf and then on a growing 

understanding of who Jesus is, who he wants us to be, and what he wants us to do with 

and in our life. One of the reasons that young people fall away from  Jesus and faith 

is that their understanding of God fails to grow al ong with their understanding of 

the world in which they live.  Their God becomes too small, because of lack of 

exposure, to claim a spot in their desire to live life to its fullest. This may happen to them 



because it first happened to us. Continuing to learn about God and God’s Word is 

necessary for a growing Christian understanding of the world.  

 So as children grow that means we talk more about our faith and how it impacts 

our decision-making, our choices, how we spend our money and give it away, it means 

talking back at the news from the perspective of faith, and having discussions around the 

table about current events and why some things are right or wrong. We will not 

outgrow a growing faith that is based on hearing, r eading, discussing, and doing 

God’s word.   

 We now know that there are different types of learners – some people learn best 

by hearing (auditory), some learn best by seeing (visual), others by doing things in a 

“hands on” way (kinesthetic). This is helpful to know about ourselves because while we 

will strive for some balance, we all have tendencies in a particular direction so we are 

smart to make sure we are doing things related to the Word in a way that communicates 

best to us.  

One thing I know for sure, people need to hear words of faith, which means 

someone has to share them. People also want to talk about their lives, their hopes, 

fears, dreams, and someone has to listen.  

The dynamic of listening and hearing is so important to our faith in and 

relationship with God as well as our relationship with other people.  

I received a call a week ago from one of the assisted living facilities in our area 

asking if I could possibly visit a patient who was now under hospice care and who was 

nearing the end of her journey. I went over on Monday and when I got to her room there 

was an aide, a woman from hospice, and another helper already in the room. The 

woman’s beagle was also there, she apparently has always had a beagle, in fact there 

was a stuffed beagle tucked up next to her heart as she lay on her back in the bed. The 

man told me the stuffed animal Beagle was named Douglas. Helen’s eyes were closed, 

she was medicated, and they told me she hadn’t spoken or opened her eyes for a while 

and was increasingly less responsive. Her aide said she had heard our messages on the 

radio and spoken about them so that is why he called.  

After speaking with the others in the room, I walked to her bedside, took her hand 

and said, “Helen, if you opened your eyes, you probably wouldn’t recognize my face, but 

maybe you will recognize my voice. This is Doug Scalise, pastor of Brewster Baptist 

Church, who you’ve heard on the radio.” Hearing those words, the corner of her mouth 

turned up in a smile that everyone noticed.  



I went on to pray for her about God and the Lord’s promises and of faith, hope, 

and peace. When I finished praying, I said, “And thanks for naming your Beagle after 

me.” Hearing those words, she opened her eyes and smiled, and then closed them 

again and the other people, all responded, “Oh, look at that!” Even in that brief moment, 

one could see the difference hearing the Word of God makes. It is interesting to me also, 

that even as we are dying, our hearing is one of the last things we possess.  

On Wednesday, I visited with Bruce and Beverly Cahoon in the Cardiac Care 

Unit of Cape Cod Hospital before his open heart surgery Friday. Bruce, like any of us 

would in that situation, wanted to hear some words of faith and assurance and we talked 

and prayed together. We are so glad he came through the surgery and we are praying 

for his recovery.  

On Thursday, Jill, Al Bradley and I went to visit with Ann Perkins to celebrate her 

99th birthday. We brought a cake Pastor Mary had gotten for the occasion. Anne was 

delighted to see us and as we came into her living room there were two tables covered 

with birthday cards. Since it was raining I asked Ann if she would like me to bring in her 

mail and she said that would be great. I went out to the mailbox and there was another 

handful of birthday cards.  

We had a wonderful time sitting around Ann’s kitchen table, eating birthday cake, 

small pieces so as not to spoil dinner, listening as Ann reflected on her life, how blessed 

she felt, her concern for loved ones, her love for God and the church. She said several 

times, “I don’t know why God and people have been so good to me.” It was good for her 

to speak and for us to listen.  

One last story, on Friday as part of my work for the Christian leadership program 

I am in at Duke I did a phone interview with a Christian leader I respect for his integrity 

and walk with God. He spoke with me about the importance of spiritual direction, 

listening to God, listening to other people, trying to discern God’s leading. He told me, “I 

have learned from listening to others. Listening intentionally as much as you can, 

purposefully going into places where you can learn. The most important skill for a 

leader to learn is to listen to God and to others.  Don’t be a talker and a know it all, be 

a learner and a listener.” 

That is something we all can pursue as we listen to and learn from God’s Word.  

 

Prayer 

God you know where we are in our relationship with you through faith.  



Some of us would like to have more faith, some of us need saving faith in Jesus, others 

need the daily reminder that (2Cor. 5:7) “we walk by faith not by sight.” 

We know that “without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach 

you must believe that you exist and that you reward those who seek you” (Hebrews 

11:6).  So God we pray that you would help our unbelief, that you would truly give us 

ears to hear and eyes to see so that we might have a strong, saving faith that sustains 

us in this life and into the next. And give us compassion and desire to share this faith 

with others who have not been blessed or privileged to hear your Word and the Story of 

your love in Jesus.  

 

Blessing  

“But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith ; pray in the Holy Spirit ; 
21 keep yourselves in the love of God ; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ that leads to eternal life.”  Jude 20-21 

 

Some Spiritual Exercises relating to Hearing and Sh aring the Word  

1. Meditate on a short section or chunk of the Bible. For example, Psalm 1, 23, 27, 

100, or 150;  Isaiah 40:1-31; Matthew 5:1-16; Luke 15:1-32; John 1:1-18; 

Romans 12:1-21; and Colossians 3:1-17 are all great passages. Spend 20 

minutes or so to read it slowly and carefully. Pause after each sentence and 

reflect on it. Ask questions: What does this phrase mean? What might it be telling 

me about the character of God or God’s actions? What is it revealing about me? 

About others? We do not study the Bible like we are studying a textbook, the 

Bible is more like poetry that we read over and over and listen to what God may 

be saying to us. On one level, we’re trying to understand the message, (what is it 

saying? What is the main point?), but on another level we are interacting with a 

word that is meant to penetrate our lives, molding and shaping our thoughts and 

our hearts. The best way to make this happen is to read slowly, repeating each 

verse several times, letting the words resonate inside of us. 

2. Memorize a verse of Scripture. Select a verse you may not know, here are some 

good ones: Galatians 2:20, John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8, 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

Memorization is a powerful tool in allowing the Word to shape our thoughts and 

all of our lives. Repeat the verse to yourself often.  



3. Read one of the shorter books of the Bible out loud. The Gospels, and even 

Paul’s letters, were read aloud to the early Christians. Try reading out loud one of 

Paul’s letters such as (Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 

Timothy, or Titus). Try to imagine how Christians hearing these words for the first 

time might have responded.  

4. Pray for and look for opportunities to share your faith with someone. Pray God 

will put you in contact with someone who needs to hear about Jesus. Ask for 

guidance in knowing when the time is right. Do not speak in such a way that the 

other person feels judged or manipulated.  

5. Evangelize by your actions. St. Francis said, “Always preach Christ; use words 

when necessary.” Let your actions speak for you. The fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, 

peace, etc.) is a great witness to the power of God. When folks see us exercising 

these virtues, it may provide an opening for a spiritual conversation.  

 

  

 


