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Psalm 103:6-13  
“The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.  

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger an d abounding in steadfast love.  

He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.  

He does not deal with us according to our sins,  

nor repay us according to our iniquities.  

For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fea r him;  

as far as the east is from the west,  

so far he removes our transgressions from us.  

As a father has compassion for his children,  

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.”   

 

 The Bible contains hundreds of verses like these about justice, compassion, and 

the poor and oppressed; hundreds of verses that have inspired Christians for centuries 

to share God’s compassion for other people and to work for justice on their behalf. 

People like St. Francis of Assisi, Mother Teresa, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 

millions of other lesser known or unknown people. I was sorry to hear this past week of 

the death of one such person, Millard Fuller, the founder of Habitat for Humanity. An 

article by Dorie Turner of the Associated Press stated: “Millard Fuller, the millionaire 

entrepreneur who gave it all away to help found the Christian house-building charity 

Habitat for Humanity, died Tuesday. He was 74.” His wife Linda said they “planned to 

celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in August with a 100-house "blitz build" across 

the globe. We'll probably go ahead with the 'blitz build.' Linda said, Millard would not 

want people to mourn his death. He would be more interested in having people put on a 

tool belt and build a house for people in need." 

One of Habitat's highest-profile volunteers, former President Jimmy Carter, called Fuller 

"one of the most extraordinary people I have ever known. 

"He used his remarkable gifts as an entrepreneur for the benefit of millions of needy 

people around the world by providing them with decent housing. As the founder of 



Habitat for Humanity… he was an inspiration to… an untold number of volunteers who 

worked side-by-side under his leadership." 

Habitat grew to a worldwide network that has built more than 300,000 houses, 

providing shelter to more than 1.5 million people. Preaching the "theology of the 

hammer," Fuller built an army of volunteers that included former U.S. presidents, other 

world leaders and Hollywood celebrities. 

Fuller's work won him numerous accolades, including a 1996 Presidential Medal 

of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor. For nearly three decades, he was the 

public face of Habitat, traveling the world to hammer nails and press bricks from local 

clay alongside some of the Earth's poorest. 

Jeff Snider, executive vice president of Habitat during the early '90s, recalled 

Fuller as a man driven by his commitment to the destitute.  

Once, Snider said he suggested setting aside some of the money Fuller raised. 

"He had one and only one response, which was, 'The poor, Jeff, need the money now,'" 

he said. "So we ran the place full tilt, on the edge all the time, and it was stressful--but he 

was right." 

 "I've always felt that this is God's work," Fuller said. "And it's always been bigger 

than me, from day one." 

 Many of Jesus’ best known parables and teaching concern showing compassion 

to those in need in one way or another. In Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus gives a description of 

the future judgment of all the nations. Jesus, like a shepherd, will separate all people into 

two groups: those who took care of the needs of those who hunger, thirst, feel 

unwelcome, are without clothing, are ill, or are in prison, and those who did not. Jesus 

tells the sheep and the goats that they have (or have not) been taking care of him. The 

sheep and goats are both surprised.  

The key verse is 45, “Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it 

to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’”  

The point is the things that we do for others we ar e actually doing for Jesus. Bono, 

the lead singer of the rock group, U2, who has done so much to help the world’s poor 

and victims of HIV/AIDS, puts it this way, "God is in the slums, in the cardboard boxes 

where the poor play house. God is in the silence of a mother who has infected her child 

with a virus that will end both their lives. God is in the cries heard under the rubble of 

war. God is in the debris of wasted opportunity and lives, and God is with us if we are 

with them ." 



 On Friday I received an email from Maralee Dawn, a friend of Cathie Kroeger 

who is ministering right now in Thailand. Some of you met Maralee as she spent several 

months here in Brewster when she was on sabbatical not long ago. She wrote, “Thailand 

gives me a new perspective of global poverty and the international crisis, and the power 

of our God to save souls! I'm reminded that the bottom line is we are just passing 

through this life, and one day, perhaps sooner than we think, it will all be history and we 

will be with our King.  

It's true... 'life isn't fair"! Picture this...a prison filled with precious people men, 

women and children who are desperate...and many who are the incarcerated innocent. 

Some are illegal immigrants, fugitives that are running from their home land, at the cost 

of abandoning the familiar, leaving their family and life friends in the desperate pursuit of 

safety and freedom (some arrived here over 20 years ago, so I am told). When they are 

caught they are thrown into tiny antiquated cells, women and children together and men 

in another. Can you picture it...a young mom with a baby in arms, still sucking and two 

little ones clinging to her. No facilities. So crowded only a few can sit at one time so the 

majority stand and rotate the privilege of sitting or laying down. Day and night. 

Remember these are our sisters. Jesus says we must care for the widow and the orphan 

and visit those in prison. We took cool bottles of water and oranges to them.” Maralee 

has a puppet ministry which she shared with the people and they all heard that "Jesus 

loves them" and when she “asked if we could pray with them, nearly all of them said 

"Yes". She requested we join her in praying that "the seed that was sown, in even the 

youngest child, bring forth fruit. May every prisoner and every visitor, that heard the good 

news, come to know Jesus, Amen". 

  

Seeing with God’s Perspective 

God cares deeply how we treat one another – not just the people we know, but those we 

don’t know who are hurting. Loving God and loving our neighbor are fundamental to 

following Jesus. This Thursday, February 12, is the 200th anniversary of Abraham 

Lincoln’s birth. “Lincoln revealed, late in his presidency, why he had ‘never united 

[himself] to any church.’ To Congressman Henry C. Deming of Connecticut he 

explained, ‘I have found difficulty in giving my assent…to the long, complicated 

statements of Christian doctrine…Where any church will inscribe over its altar, as its 

sole qualification for membership, the Savior’s condensed statement of both Law and 

Gospel, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 



with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself,’ that church will I join with all my heart and 

all my soul.”1  

If Abraham Lincoln could walk into the lobby of our church, I hope he would be 

interested in joining.  

1 John 4:11-12 says, “Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, 

and his love is perfected in us.”  

From God’s perspective beginning in the first pages of Genesis, through to the end of 

Revelation every human being and all of creation is a precious work of God.  

We read over and over of God’s concern for justice and for the poor, the 

oppressed, and “the least of these.” Here are just a few verses:  

Psalm 82:3-4,  “Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly 

and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the 

wicked”  

Isaiah 61:8a , “For I the Lord love justice,”  

Proverbs 14:31 , “Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker,  

but those who are kind to the needy honor him.”  

Amos 5:21-24 

“I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,  

I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals  

I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs;  

I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”   

 

God has shown us the way we are to live: Micah 6:8 ,  

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you  

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

The concern for justice and compassion has been an integral part of the life of 

the church. The story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10 is a classic example. The 

Samaritan is willing to put himself at risk, departing from his own plans, investing time 

and money, to help someone he never met before. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said 

                                                 
1   Lincoln: An Illustrated Biography by Philip b. Kunhardt, JR., Philip b. Kunhardt III and Peter Kunhardt, 
sAlfred A. Konpf, New York, 1992, Page 336.  



about that parable: "The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was: 'If I 

stop to help this man, what will happen to me?' But ... the good Samaritan reversed the 

question: 'If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?'" 

Jesus lived a life of compassion for “the least.” He cared for and healed the sick 

and the demon possessed, he forgave the sinful, he shared meals with tax collectors 

and prostitutes, and yet his compassion never undermined his sense of justice. 

 Throughout the history of the Church there have been women and men who out 

of love for and faith in Jesus, have dedicated their lives to the care of the hungry, the 

poor, the naked, the stranger, the sick, the imprisoned. Their impact on the Church has 

been significant and the credibility of their witness is powerful. 

There is no denying the Biblical truth that God is deeply concerned for the poor and their 

need arouses compassion in God-- and action. We may think: "Of course God loves the 

poor; God loves everybody." But it's not so simple as that; God's character is presented 

in the Bible as a model for our own. If God values the poor, we have to think about what 

that means for us. 

Jim Wallis, Founder of Sojourners Magazine, wrote,  

"The Bible insists that the best test of a nation's righteousness is how it treats the 

poorest and most vulnerable in its midst." 

  One of the core messages of the Bible from the beginning to the end is very 

simple: help the needy, be compassionate, work for justice. It's not hard to understand; 

it's just hard to do. And the message is continuous. It's in the Torah; it's in the Prophets 

and Psalms; it's in the Gospels; it's in the Epistles. How many churches emphasize 

serving the poor as much as the Bible itself does? Would the world look the way it does 

if every Christian believer obeyed the scriptures we have heard today? The Bible also 

tells us that those who compassionately serve the poor and work for justice are and will 

be blessed, and those who do not, well, then we’re back to the goats on the down 

escalator in Matthew 25.   

 Many people long for peace today, peace personally, between nations, and for 

the world. Peace grows out of compassion and justice. Henri Nouwen wrote, “Jesus 

embodies peace, makes peace, shares peace and blesses those who make peace. As 

his followers, we try to become more and more like Jesus, which means we too try to 

embody peace, create peace, and share peace. We do that by staying focused on 

Jesus, getting to know Jesus in our prayer, studying his life in the Gospel, and carrying 

on the good works of love and healing that he start ed.  



“Keep your eyes on the Prince of Peace, the one who doesn’t cling to his divine power; 

the one who refuses to turn stones into bread, jump from great heights, and rule with 

great power; the one who says, ‘blessed are the poor, the gentle, those who mourn, 

those who hunger and thirst for justice, the mercif ul, the pure in heart, the 

peacemakers, and those persecuted for justice .’ See the one who touches the 

lame, the crippled, and the blind;  the one who speaks words of forgiveness and 

encouragement; the one who dies alone, rejected, and despised. Keep your eyes on 

him who becomes poor with the poor, weak with the w eak, and who is rejected 

with the rejected. That one, Jesus, is the source o f all peace ” (Finding My Way 

Home, page 80-81). 

 

Blessing:  “So we have known and believe the love t hat God has for us.  

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in G od, and God abides in them.” 1 

John 4:16  

 

Homework  

1. Write a kind and encouraging letter  to express appreciation, thanks, 

encouragement, or to make your self available to someone. Remember the words of 

Proverbs 12:25, “Anxiety weighs down the human heart, but a good word cheers it up.” 

 

2. Take a turn serving  at LOCAL, at BBC with The Overnights of Hospitality, speak to 

Al and Lois Behrer about The Caring Cupboard, or get in touch with an organization like 

The Salvation Army, Lower Cape Outreach Council, Homeless Prevention Council, 

Habitat for Humanity, etc.  

 

3. Engage in the service of guarding the reputation  of others . The reputation of 

others is a valuable possession. We can guard and protect it by refusing to engage in 

gossip, back-biting, or unhelpful speech. Paul urged us in Titus 3:2 to, “to speak evil of 

no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to everyone.” How 

well are you doing with this?  

 

4. Confront injustice appropriately . Jesus warns us in Matthew 7:3-5, “Why do you 

see the speck in your neighbor’s  eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 4 Or 

how can you say to your neighbor,  ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log 



is in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 

will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s  eye.” 

Thorough self-examination is the first step to confronting injustice, we must examine our 

own attitudes, beliefs, and even prejudices before we confront others about their own 

behavior.  

 


