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President Obama began his Inauguration Speech with the words, “my fellow citizens,”   
 
Then Pastor Rick Warren ended his Invocation with the Lord’s prayer, reminding the citizens of 
this great nation that there is another more superior kingdom that we belong to. 
 
As Christians, we are citizens of the kingdom of heaven and Jesus uses the text we are going to 
look at today, to illustrate a truth about his kingdom that can help us all right now! 

One day Jesus and the disciples had been talking about different aspects of the kingdom of 
God. 

Matthew 18:21-35 (NLT)     Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I 
forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?”  “No, not seven times,” Jesus 
replied, “but seventy times seven!  “Therefore, the  Kingdom of Heaven can be compared 
to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to d ate with servants who had borrowed 
money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him 
millions of dollars. He couldn’t pay, so his master  ordered that he be sold—along with 
his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt.   

The man in Jesus story is over his head in debt.  One Bible version said, he owes 10 thousand 
talents.  A slave would have to work six days a week for one thousand weeks, slightly more than 
nineteen years to earn just one talent! (DLS “Alone With God”) In our currency he owed about 
12 million dollars.  He has no way to pay this huge bill.  His creditor has the option of selling 
him, his wife and children and putting him in debtors prison.  Unlike today, he doesn’t have the 
option of filing bankruptcy, he needs help.  You could say he needs a bailout.   

We’ve heard so much in recent months about bailouts to the big banks, the auto industry, and 
the different businesses and even states lined up asking for financial assistance.  One news 
channel reported on Thursday that part of entertainment industry was also requesting a 5 billion 
dollar bailout. 

I think there are a lot of people who would like to get in that line themselves, plenty of regular 
folks and even some churches who could use a bailout. 

Heidi Fougere sent me this story, that may come as a surprise to those of you not living in Las 
Vegas.  But did you know that there are more Catholic churches there than Casinos?  
 
Not surprisingly, some worshipers at Sunday services will give casino chips rather than cash 
when the basket is passed. 
 
Since they get chips from many different casinos, the churches have devised a method to 
collect the offerings… 
 
The churches send all their collected chips to a nearby Franciscan Monastery for sorting and 
then the chips are taken to the casinos of origin and cashed in. 



 
This is done by the chip Monks! 

Perhaps when we hear the word bailout, we think of money, but the term can apply to any type 
of plan designed to rescue or relieve a person from a burden or debt they cannot pay. This 
could be physically, relationally or spiritually.   

The Bible is full of stories of different kinds of bailouts. 

There was a woman who had been sick for twelve years and spent every cent she had on 
doctors who could not heal her.  She was physically and financially bankrupt.  God healed her. 

Then there was a man possessed by demons – spiritually bankrupt. God set him free. 

There’s the story of the woman at the well who met up with Jesus when she went to draw her 
water from the well at the hottest part of the day in order to avoid others.  Having had five 
different husbands and currently living with a man who wasn’t her husband, she was 
emotionally and relationally bankrupt.  Jesus gave her forgiveness and acceptance.    

There was a man who suffered total devastation, the loss of all his children in a natural disaster; 
he lost his business, his home, all his possessions, his health, family and friends.  Job was 
depressed, lamenting even the day he was born.  He was bankrupt on nearly every level.  God 
comforted and restored him. 

Some folks can identify with the anguish that comes with being in debt.  I mean serious crushing 
debt, the kind where your creditors call you several times a day and send you notices in varying 
colors.  I wonder if God used the illustration of a man being in debt because it’s something so 
many can relate to.  Life can be just going along and then the unexpected happens and you 
wind up in a situation you can’t get out of. 

While I was cooking dinner last week, the tv was on in the background.  There was a  woman on 
describing the crisis her life was in.  She had bought a business that was failing and very close 
to bankrupt.  Everyone in her family put every cent they had into her business, so her loss was 
there’s too.  She and her husband mortgaged their house and their retirement accounts to start 
the business.  But now the slow economy was killing her business.  As she told her story, her lip 
and chin quivered, she was barely able to fight back the tears…what upset her the most was 
that all of her family was dependent on her and now everyone was going to lose everything and 
there was nothing she could do to stop it.  She was gulping and taking little shallow breaths 
while she spoke of her mental, emotional and spiritual anguish.  She said she was depressed 
and had no joy and no hope in her life.  This woman desperately needs a bailout. 

Yet the greatest bailout of all is the one offered by God to all of us.  You and I are in debt, over 
our heads with debt that we cannot pay! 

Most people don’t think about spiritual debt very often.  And there’s no nasty phone calls 
threatening to report your mounting debt to the spiritual credit agency, no calls from heaven 
threatening to take you to court unless you start on a reasonable payment plan…..no, but the 
notice has been given…in writing. 



The Bible says all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Ro 3:23a) and that the wages 
of sin are death! (Ro 6:23) This death is eternal separation from God.   

The cost is too high. 

Some people think that if they’re good enough, they’re covered, or if they follow the right 
religion, perform enough service or follow a magic formula that will do it, the debt will be paid. 

But the Bible is clear, …without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin (Heb 9:22), 
God requires a sacrifice, for the wages of sin are death.  But the gift of God is eternal life. (Ro. 
6:23b) 

In sending Jesus to the earth, God provided the biggest bailout ever known.  When Jesus died, 
shedding his blood on the cross (Col 1:20), he said, “It is finished!”  The debt was paid in full, so 
that whosoever should believe in him would receive eternal life. (1Tim 1:16) 

“Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions, it is by grace you have been saved.” (Eph 2:4-5) 

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Heb 4:16) 

In our Scripture, the man in debt did just that.  He went to the king and begged for mercy. 

“… the man fell down before his master and begged h im, ‘Please, be patient with me, and 
I will pay it all.’  Then his master was filled wit h pity for him, and he released him and 
forgave his debt.  
 
What a relief right!  A millions of dollars worth of debt, swoosh, gone, just like that.  His faith in 
mankind renewed, this guy went on his way grateful and carefree…right?   Wrong. 
 
“… When the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand 
dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment.  “His fellow 
servant fell down before him and begged for a littl e more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t  wait. He had the man arrested and put in 
prison until the debt could be paid in full.   
 
“When some of the other servants saw this, they wer e very upset. They went to the king 
and told him everything that had happened.  
 
Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and  said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you 
that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me.  Shouldn’t you have mercy on your 
fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then t he angry king sent the man to prison 
to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. “ That’s what my heavenly Father will do 
to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and s isters from your heart.” 

The man was supposed to show the same mercy he was given to those who asked it of him.  
This fellow owed him about three months wages.  The king’s response shows that it’s 
unthinkable that the forgiven fail to forgive. 



It is not enough to receive God’s forgiveness, or even the forgiveness of others.  We must 
experience that forgiveness in our hearts so that it humbles us and makes us gentle and 
forgiving toward others.  The servant in the parable did not have a deep experience of 
forgiveness and humility.  He was simply glad to be “off the hook.” …  The Bible Exposition 
Commentary 

Real gratitude changes a person and it’s acted on.   

One night, one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his 
home and sat down to eat. When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating 
there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. Then she knelt behind 
him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then 
she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them.  When the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is 
touching him. She’s a sinner!”  Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the 
Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”  “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.   Then Jesus 
told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 
pieces to the other.  But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, 
canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”  Simon answered, “I 
suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.”   “That’s right,” Jesus said.  Then he 
turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered 
your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I 
first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to 
anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume.  “I tell you, her sins—and they 
are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven 
little shows only little love.”  Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”  The men 
at the table said among themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?”  And 
Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  (Lk 7:36-50. NLT) 
 
The generosity of God calls for a response.   

• Jesus told the woman who sinned to “go in peace” 
• The woman at the well to “go and tell” 
• Job to “go and pray” 
• And the man whose debt was forgiven, was to go and “show mercy also.” 

 
Whether or not we benefit from the bailouts the government is granting, we all benefit from 
God’s recovery plan. 
 
Unlike the world’s version of a bailout, God’s plan doesn’t depend on being voted on by a group 
of our peers.  With God it’s as easy as asking.  But, with God’s plan there is accountability and 
responsibility to share the mercy we’ve been given with those around us. 

Jesus told the story of the man whose debt was forgiven in response to a conversation he and 
the disciples were having about the kingdom of God.  They had been asking Jesus about who 
would be the greatest in his kingdom.   

His response illustrates that “true greatness is found in servanthood that willingly submits to the 
will of God, freely offering help to others.”  The Teacher’s Commentary. 



One foreman of a large ranching operation in northern California owned his own farm—200 
acres of almond trees. But years of bad weather and skimpy harvests forced me to take on 
additional work to provide for my family he said. 

Still, my efforts didn't seem to help reduce our debts. My wife, Geneva, and I took additional 
loans to cover our farming expenses. The trees had to be watered, sprayed, and fertilized, and 
the wages had to be paid. All that created more debt. I couldn't get back on my feet. 

I'd lost a farm previously, and starting over was difficult then. This made Geneva and I 
determined not to fail again. We spent many sleepless nights struggling to find a way to pay all 
of our expenses. 

One day, Geneva brought me the bad news: "Oh, Richard, I've just been to the farm credit 
company. They've taken it all! We're being forced to sell. They have a buyer; there's no price 
negotiation. All they want is our signatures." 

Her voice trailed off into sobs. I put my arms around her and began to weep too. Everything that 
we had worked a lifetime to acquire was gone. I was 50 years old and had been in farming all 
my life. Where would we go? Since the farm credit company had taken our land and our two 
bank notes, the crop that year would go to the buyer. We had no money to start over. Two of 
our eight children were still at home. How would this crisis and relocation affect their lives? 

In spite of the overwhelming loss and grief, I knew that God was in control of our situation. I 
remembered the Bible story of Joseph. Even as a slave and prisoner, that young man was part 
of God's glorious plan. As for me, I knew that God must have something better for our future 
too. 

Two weeks after the creditors took our farm, things got worse. I lost my job as a ranch foreman. 
Our family moved into a compact rental unit, and Geneva and I began working a series of minor 
jobs, including a stint at a fast food restaurant. 

It was difficult to pay down the $100,000 debt that was left after all of our assets were seized—
our land, equipment, home, and bank notes. There were many times that we didn't have money 
for groceries and living expenses, but God provided for us through our family, friends, and 
church. 

A year-and-a-half later, God gave us our new direction. Geneva and I were offered a 
management position at an exclusive, 2,600-acre waterfowl hunting club in northern California. 
The club catered to wealthy clients. As we served at the club in numerous ways, we realized 
again and again that money and possessions cannot bring happiness. We had lost everything, 
yet we had joy in our lives. 

After we had been at the club for about a year, I received a call from the head of the credit 
company that had taken our farm. He wanted to talk with us and insisted on making the hour's 
drive out to the hunting club. 

As we sat together, he said, "I want to ask you something personal. A friend of mine recently 
lost everything he owned. His wife just committed suicide. We at the office have noticed that you 
two are handling this crisis differently than most people do. Can you tell me what your secret 
is?" 



I was happy to explain. "We believe in the God of the Bible. He is sovereign over our lives, and 
he is in control. Even though the pain is real, we are confident of this: God has proven sufficient 
and able to take care of us." 

Geneva added, "God's Word promises, 'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’" 

It was true. Throughout the entire ordeal, we never felt alone for a single moment. Later, as the 
head of the credit company rose to leave, he thanked us. "You've given me a lot to think about," 
he said quietly.     Adapted from Richard L. Culp as told to Cynthia Culp Allen, "We Lost the 
Farm," Christian Reader (Sep/Oct 2001), pp. 77-80 

This couple made it through the tough times hopeful and joyful because they believed two 
things…that God was in control of their situation and that he had a plan for their future. 
 
No matter what happens, God has a bailout plan for everyone.  All you have to do to get it is to; 

• Start by understanding your debt. 
• Ask for help. 
• Trust in God’s mercy. 
• Be and act grateful by sharing the mercy you receive with others. 

 
And even in an uncertain future, you can have hope and joy, trusting that God is in control of 
your situation and that he has a plan for your future. 
 
Dallas Willard once said, "For those who love God, nothing irredeemable can happen to you." 
 
 
Let’s Pray:   Dear Lord, It’s wonderful that your word is so timeless, thank you for stories that 
we can relate to and for the promise of help.  I pray for everyone who would like a bailout of 
some kind today, that you would hear their hearts prayer and begin to show them the answer or 
solution they are praying for.   I pray that we all might understand and really appreciate the 
benefits of the bailout plan you offer to everyone. Thank you for paying the cost of the debt from 
sins account.  We are humbled and grateful.  Show us the ways we can share the mercy we’ve 
received with those around us.  May we go every day feeling joyful because of the blessings we 
have in you, confident in your plans and control in our lives.  In Jesus name.  Amen. 
 
 
Offering Prayer:   God, we are truly grateful for all that you’ve given us.  Bless what we bring 
back for your glory.  Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness and all the ways that you 
are there for us ready to meet our needs.  You are our sure confidence in a future that is yet 
unknown.  In Jesus name.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Benediction:   
“The price has been paid, we are debt free, so be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Eph 4:32) Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.  (Col 3:13) 
 



“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you.”  (1Pet 1:3-4) 


