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“And the Lord said to Job: 

 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? 

Anyone who argues with God must respond.”  

Then Job answered the Lord: 

“See, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? 

I lay my hand on my mouth. I have spoken once, and I will not answer; 

twice, but will proceed no further.”  

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

“Gird up your loins like a man; 

I will question you, and you declare to me. 

Will you even put me in the wrong? 

Will you condemn me that you may be justified? 

Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like his?  

“Deck yourself with majesty and dignity; 

clothe yourself with glory and splendor. 

Pour out the overflowings of your anger, and look on all who are proud, and abase them.  

Look on all who are proud, and bring them low; 

tread down the wicked where they stand.   

Hide them all in the dust together; bind their faces in the world below.   

Then I will also acknowledge to you  

that your own right hand can give you victory.”   

 

The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel (14:12-20) mentions three men legendary for 

their righteousness - Noah, Daniel, and Job.  The New Testament book of James says 

that Job is a role model for faith that perseveres.  Job suffers in a single day the 

incomprehensible loss of all his sons and daughters as well as much of his property and 

possessions and then suffers a severe physical trial as well.   

His own wife wonders why he doesn’t just curse God, give up, and die.  

The book of Job wrestles with some of life’s most perplexing questions:  

Why do bad things happen to good people?  Why do good things happen to bad people?  

Is there a relationship between sin and suffering, obedience and blessing?  Can God be 



trusted?  Why should we serve God if there are no guarantees involved?  Why doesn’t 

God intervene to prevent suffering; is it because God can’t or God chooses not to?   

The Book of Job is written as a highly structured dialogue.  The goal is to 

establish convincingly that “what happens in life does not always happen because 

God desires it or because it is fair.  Job’s comforters represent the viewpoint that God 

is not simply involved in daily affairs but is constantly meting out his judgment through 

the events of this life.  Job’s colleagues say to Job that what happens to you in life – 

good or ill – is a direct result of whether you have pleased God or not.  They are horrified 

when Job protests that he did nothing wrong to deserve the sorts of miseries (illness, 

bereavement, impoverishment, incapacitation) that have struck him.  Their message is 

that when life goes well for a person, that is a sign that he or she has chosen to do what 

is good, but when things go bad, surely that person has sinned against God and God 

has responded by imposing affliction.  Jesus’ disciples were capable of such logic (John 

9:1-3), as are many Christians today.  It seems so natural to assume that if God is in 

control of the world, everything that happens must be God’s doing, according to 

God’s will.  We must remember, however, that the Scriptures do not teach us this; 

they teach that the world is corrupted by sin and that many things happen in life 

that are not necessarily what God wants at all.  Suffering is not necessarily the 

result of sin (Romans 8:18-23),”1 nor is prosperity always the result of God’s favor.  In 

fact, prosperity can be the result of sin, evil, wickedness, greed or corruption.  Poverty or 

punishment can be the result of doing the right thing and of pursuing justice.   

 Job was a godly man who knew he had done nothing to deserve the wrath 

of God.  Last Sunday afternoon a group of us got together to talk about different mission 

project possibilities in Africa.  Looking at pictures of children, many of them orphans 

because their parents have died from Aids, one couldn’t help but think how unfair life is 

and that these children had done nothing to deserve the terrible fate they are suffering.   

In Job’s frequent speeches (chapters 3, 6-7, 9-10,12-14, 16-17,19, 21,23-24, 26-31) he 

eloquently asserts his innocence and expresses his frustration at the horrors he’s had to 

endure.  He can’t understand why such things have happened to him.  To his friends, 

Job is way out of line.  Each one of them urges him repeatedly to confess his sin, 

whatever it is, and to admit that God oversees a fair and just world, in which we get what 

our choices deserve.   
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 Job argues tenaciously that life is unfair and the world as it is now is not 

the way it ought to be.  In the classic family movie The Sound of Music, Julie Andrews 

plays Maria, a young woman in Austria shortly before the beginning of World War Two, 

who goes from training for life as a nun in the convent of Nonnberg Abbey in Salzburg to 

falling in love with Austrian naval Captain Georg von Trapp.  She sings a song titled 

Something Good, one of two songs written for the movie by Richard Rogers.  The song’s 

refrain says, “Somewhere in my youth or childhood, I must have done something 

good….” The implication being she must have done something good to be blessed so 

richly.  Beneath the surface of those lyrics lie some old assumptions about reward and 

punishment – issues that Job wrestles with as well.   

The assumption is that good behavior is rewarded and bad behavior is 

punished.  The idea that obedience is rewarded with blessing and disobedience is 

punished with suffering is the traditional view defended rigorously by Job’s friends.  The 

roots of this view can be found in Deuteronomy 28:1-14 which lays out the pattern of 

“if… then blessing,” and verses 15-68 describe the curses that will follow disobedience.  

Therefore when things are going well, we assume we’ve been good and we deserve it.  

People are less likely to ask, “What did I do to deserve this?” when their life is filled with 

joy and blessing.  When things are going poorly, we often assume we’re being punished 

and then we’re more likely we cry out, “Why me?  What did I do to deserve this? Where 

are you God?”   

Perhaps the only thing worse than suffering, is the feeling that God is either 

absent or indifferent to what we are enduring.  Gordon Lightfoot asked plaintively in the 

song, The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald, “Does anyone know where the love of God 

goes when the waves turn the minutes to hours?”   

For Job, God’s silence and absence made his suffering too much to bear.   

Suffering is experiencing, feeling or enduring pain, distress, loss, injury, 

harm, or punishment.  The experience of suffering can cause to doubt God’s 

existence.  When we hear the horrific stories in the news each week about the latest 

violent atrocity somewhere in our country or elsewhere in the world, for some people it 

raises the question, “If there really was a God, why does God allow such terrible things 

to happen?”  On the one hand there are natural disasters like earthquakes and 

hurricanes that are part of the physical world that God created.  These are a little easier 

to understand because we know they are created by certain physical events.  Then there 

are acts of suffering that are caused by human failures, sin, evil, selfishness, and 



wickedness.  Wars, genocide, acts of violence, and abuse, are the result of human 

sinfulness, God’s response to the human question, “Why does God allow such terrible 

things to happen?”  Might be, “Why do you allow such terrible things to happen?”  One 

could argue that God has given us the ability, intelligence, and resources to eliminate a 

great deal of the suffering that exists on the planet if we only used them wisely.   

However, suffering need not cause us to doubt God’s existence if we understand 

that suffering is a part of life.  Jesus, God’s own son, had to endure suffering.  We 

read in the New Testament that Jesus, “himself was tested by what he suffered,” and “he 

learned obedience through what he suffered” (Hebrews 2:18, 5:8).  The poet Emily 

Dickinson wrote,  

“When Jesus tells us about his Father, we distrust him.  

When he shows us his Home; we turn away,  

but when he confides to us that he is “acquainted with Grief” 

we listen, for that is also an Acquaintance of our own.”   

We too will be tested by what we suffer and we can learn from Jesus to obey 

God even if difficult times.  Paul encourages his younger companion Timothy to “join 

with me in suffering for the gospel.  Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus 

(2 Timothy 1:8, 2:3).”   Rather than being surprised by suffering that leads us to doubt 

God’s existence, we can be prepared for suffering, knowing it is a part of life and part of 

living out our faith.   

 Thomas Merton wrote, “The truth that many people never understand, until it is 

too late, is that the more you try to avoid suffering, the more you suffer, because smaller 

and more insignificant things begin to torture you in proportion to your fear of being hurt.”  

Although Henri Matisse was nearly 28 years younger than Auguste Renoir, the 

two great artists were dear friends and frequent companions.  When Renoir was 

confined to his home during the last decade of his life, Matisse visited him daily. Renoir, 

almost paralyzed by arthritis, continued to paint in spite of his infirmities. One day as 

Matisse watched the elder painter working in his studio, fighting torturous pain with each 

brush stroke, he blurted out “Auguste, why do you continue to paint when you are in 

such agony?” 

Renoir answered simply “The beauty remains; the pain passes.”  

And so, almost to his dying day, Renoir put paint to canvas. One of his most famous 

paintings, The Bathers, was completed just two years before his passing; 14 years after 



this disabling disease struck him.  The beauty of Renoir remains long after his pain has 

passed.   

The Apostle Paul knew a lot about pain and he wrote about suffering from the 

depths of extensive personal experience having endured among other things “afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, and 

hunger.”  He survived “countless floggings, often near death, five times received 39 

lashes, three times he was beaten with rods, he received a stoning, three times 

shipwrecked, constantly in danger, enduring many sleepless nights, hungry, and thirsty, 

often without food, cold, and naked, and under daily pressure because of his anxiety for 

all the churches (see 2 Corinthians 6:3-10 and 11:23-30).”  Having lived through many 

more trials, troubles, and tests than most of us will ever experience, Paul is able to write 

with conviction about suffering in Romans 5:1-5: “Therefore, since we are justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 

glory of God.  And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”   

At the end of the book of Job, God speaks to Job out of the whirlwind in a way 

that emphasizes the greatness and awesomeness of the Almighty and the insignificance 

of Job and all humanity.  Much like Isaiah, who knew God yet had an experience of 

seeing the Lord that took his relationship with God to a much deeper level (Isaiah 6), Job 

realizes that God is still with him, and he can say, “My ears had heard of you, but now 

my eyes have seen you,” and he is newly humbled.   

His spiritual growth is seen in his praying for his companions who had berated 

and belittled him as 1 Peter 2:20,21, and 23 encourages us to:  

“But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.  

For to this end you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  When he was abused, he 

did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 

himself to the one who judges justly.”    

As followers of Jesus we don’t return abuse for abuse, whether in school, on the 

road, or in the family.  When we suffer, we do not threaten, we entrust our selves to God 

and we endure.   



In 1 Corinthians 12:26 Paul says of the members of the church, “If one member 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”  

In suffering, God’s heart is always the first heart to break and God is with us in the midst 

of our suffering.   

Jesus worked to alleviate suffering and endured the suffering that came to him.  

Like Jesus, We are to help alleviate suffering and as we do, we share God’s 

presence, power, and love.   I believe this is the great challenge and opportunity for us 

as individual Christians and for the church around the world in the 21st century.  Perhaps 

the greatest witness we can have as followers of Jesus is being instruments of the Holy 

Spirit in alleviating suffering and sharing the mercy and love of God.   

 Christians believe that life is worth living even though it can be painful and  

difficult.  That God is worthy of our worship, no matter what we may have to endure 

because we believe in a God who suffers with us.  Suffering is not necessarily a sign of 

God’s punishment, nor is prosperity necessarily a sign of God’s blessing.  Life in a fallen 

world is a little more complex than Job’s companions and their descendents wish to 

acknowledge.    

“We worship a God who is Love – Love finally manifested in the Son of God who took all 

our suffering upon himself.  And in that Love, freely given apart from all our deserving, 

persons like Job and we have life and have it eternally.”2 

The beauty of Jesus Christ remains, long after his suffering on the cross has passed.   

 

Prayer:  

Consoling God, Be a source of serenity for us 

When struggles and difficulties threaten to overwhelm us. 

God of Hope, assure us of your unconditional love 

When we doubt our selves or question the worth of our lives. 

Truth-bringing God, encourage us to embrace you 

During those times when we get lost in the lies of our weakness. 

Compassionate God, hold us to your heart 

When we feel helpless in the face of the world’s pain. 

Light-filled God, Keep us ever close to you 

During those moments when bleakness surrounds our life. 

Comforting God, shelter us under your wings 
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When we are engulfed in sadness and overcome with distress. 

God of peace, you are the center of our life, 

A strong refuge of peace in the whirlwind of our pain and suffering. 

We look to you for strength and a constant reassurance of hope. 


